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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By tlie Minister for Lands: Amendment
of regulations under “The Vermin Boards
Aet, 19069.7

By the Minister for Mines: Statement of
expenditure under the Mining Development
Vote for year ending 30th June, 1916.

By the Minister for Works: Balance
sheet, profit and loss account and trading
account of the State saw mills for year
ended 30th June, 1916.

QUESTION-—SEWERAGE FILTER
BEDS.

Mr. HARDWICIC asked the Minister for
Water Supply: 1, Have the Government
taken any sleps to remove the nuisance
which existed last summer, caused by the
filier heds on Burswood Island? 2, Has an
extra line of pipe been laid for conveying
the effluent into deep water? 3, If so, on
whose recommendation was this carried out?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY {Honorary Min-
ister) replied: 1, Steps bave been taken to
improve the working of the system by con-
strurtion of additional filters and alterafions
to the septic tanks, as recommended by Sir
Maurice Fitzmanrice. 2, This is nnder con-
sideration. 3, Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice.

MOTION—PRIVATE (O'MEARA, VIC-
TORIA CROSS, COXGRATULATIONS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [4.33]: I desire to refer to the
second occasion npon which the Victoria
Cross has come to a West Australian sol-
dier. A short time ago we carried a reso-
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Intion congratulating Lientenant Hugo
Throssell upon his very great distizetion.
Now we have the case of Private Martin
O’Meara, a member of the 12th reinforee-
ments of the 16th Battalion, A.LF.,, who bas
also distinguished himself, and as a result
has received the great honour of having the
Vietoria Cross conferred upon him. Private
O’'Meara was engaged in the timber industry
at Collie, and there won the esteem and re-
speet of a numerous circle of friends. Dur-
ing August, 1915, he enlisted and, having
come from Ireland to Western Australia—as
his name indieates—full of the martial ardour
for which the natives of that part of Great
Brilain are renowned, he went forth to do
his duty on behalf of King and country with
the stout determination to, if possible, win
the war, T understand that he said to one of
his mates that he would do his utmost tr
bring hack the Vietoria Cross to Western
Australia. 1 amn sare that we all feel great
pride in the manly conduct he has evidenced
throughout his military eareer. He ran ter-
rible risks in order to bring in officers and
men from no-man’s-land during intense ar-
tillery and machine gun fire. Undoubtedly
he saved many lives, and on one oceasion he
volunteered to earry ammunition bombs
through a heavy barrage to a portion of
trench  being hotly shelled. He showed
throughout that contempt for danger whieh
has characterised so many of our Australian
soldiers during the war. The least we as a
State Parliament ean do is fo express our
pride and tender our congratulalions on an
oceasion of this sort. In doing so we do not
detract from the quality of very many brave
men's actions and services which have heen
and are being rendered day by day as the
terrible conflict progresses. I believe there
are hundreds of our soldiers who are en-
titled to this honour, hundreds whose actions
would have been recognised had the neces-
sary reports been sent in. Nevertheless, we
are proud that on this, the second oecasion
daring the present war on which the Vie-
toria Cross has come to Western Anustralia,
the distinetion has fallen on the shoulders of
Private O’Meara from the Collie distriet. I
have pleasure in placing this fact on record,
and I beg to move—
1, That this House desires to express ifs
pleasure on learning that Private Martin
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O’Meara has been awarded the high dis-
tinction of the Victoria Cress, and at the
same time to place on record ils great ap-
prreciation of Private O’Meara’s merit and
gallaniry.

2, That the foregoing resvlution be for-
warded by Ilis Honour the Speaker o
Private 0’)eara and 1o the Colonel of his
regiment,

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[439]: 1 desire (o second the motion
moved by the Premier, and to endorse to the
full the remacks he has made in connection
with the success of this Western Australian
soldier. We are all proad of the part the
Ausiralians ave playing in the war, and de-
lighted to know that their work is securing
recognition from all quarters. On this oc-
casion we are particularly gratified that this
highest of all wilitary honours should have
come to a Western Australian private.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [441): I
desire to say how much I, also apj.reciate
the honour that has fallen upon Private
O’Meara, We are told that we must drive
out from our breasts the spirit of envy, but
probably there is none among us who does
not envy Private {’Meara the great distine-
{ion he has gained.

Mr. A A, WILSON (Collie) (4.42]: 1
desire to snpplement the congratulatious of
ihe Premier, the leader of the Opposition.
and the leader of the Country party to my
tellow-townsman, notwithstanding that he is
an Irishman., I know Private O'Meara well,
and I can say that a more manly and cour-
ageous fellow conld not be found. Collie is
peculiarly situated in baving sent to the
Front, in proporiion (o population, more
men than has any other ceatre in the Com-
monwealth. Moreover the men of Collie who
have gone fo the Front are all good trades
unionists. Private (FMeara was an excel-
lent example of this, Next to his having
won the Vieloria Cross I am proud to think
ihat he bhelongs to a trades union. On be-
half of Collie, T thank the Premier, the
leader of the Opposition, and the leader of
the Country party for their praise of Pri-
vate 0'Meara. He deserves it.

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BlLL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £648,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. Frank Wilson} [4.43:] T move—
That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as 18 mecessary to enable reso-
lutions from the Committees of Supply
and Ways and Means lo be reported and
adopted on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Commitiees, and
wiso the passing of a Supply Bill through
«ll its stages in ome duy, and (o enable the
business aforesaid (o be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-reply is
adopted.,
Question passed.

Message.
Message from the Governor received amil
read recommiending appropriation in c¢on-
neclion with the Bill.

Cominittee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Commit-
lee of Supply, Mr. Holman in the Chair,
The PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. ¥rank Wilson—Sussex) [447]: I
move—

That there be granted to His Majesty
on account of the service of the year end-
ing 30th June, 1917, a sum nol exceeding
E648,000.

In submiiting this molion T have certain
firures to give to the Commitiee relative to
the present state of the finances, which neces-
sitates the granting of supply. It will
he remembered that before the seven-
weeks adjournment upon the change
of  Adminpistration a Supply Bill was
pnt  throngh which was to carry the
Governmenf on till the middle of the
present month. T wish to point out that
the cxpenditore up to date on aceount of
(onsolidated Revenue is £826,954. It is true
that there is special expendifure under
special Aets, amounnting to £309,981, in-
cluded in that amouni; which leaves a nel
expenditure  against  authorisation  of
£517,973. The balance is £130,027. That
is, the authorisation which was graofed on
that occasion has now been exceeded by
£130,027. It will therefore be necessary 1o
pass a Supply BHl immediately. This Bl



|26 SepreambBer, 1916.]

is only a supply against Consolidated Rev-
enue, At the same time that we got supply
previously, we obtained an authorisation on
acconnt of General Loan Fund. The author-
isation, hon. members will recollect, on thai
veeasion was £350,000. We have expended
on account of that authorisation £113,958,
and thus bave a balance of some £236,000
shll to earry on with,

Mr. W, D. Jolnson: Was not the authori-
salion for £450,0007

The PREMIER: Nej; £350,000. We do
not require any further loan moneys at pre-
sent, as we bave sufficient to meet our loan
expenditure for September and Qectober; uj
to the end of October, nt any rale. There-
fore we do not propose to ask at present
for a further supply as regards loan ex-
penditore. 1t is necessary, however, that
we should have a further supply of £648,000,
which this Bill covers, on account of revenue
expenditure.

Mr. W, D. Johnson: To carry you on until
when?

The PREMIER: For ahout two months.
On the basis of last year’s expenditure this
supply now asked for will take ns into the
early part of November. It is exactly the
game amount, the leader of the Opposition
will see, as was obtained when the House
adjourned some nine weeks ago.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
{4.50]: The Opposition fully recognise that
supply must he granted to the Treasorer,
but I think that to ask for two months’
supply is going a little too far. In my
opinion, it would have been wise on the part
of the Government to ask for only one
month’s supplx.

The Premicr: This month is gone.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am under the
impression that the suapply previously
granted was to carry the Government on tiil
the end of September. The Premier says, titl
the middle of September. It was, then, a
two-months’ supply.

The Premier: Till the middle of Septemn-
ber.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSOX : This Bill takes us
right on to November. Surely the Treas-
urer proposes to introduce his Budget and
Estimates before the end of November.

The Premier: I hope so, but I cannot be
sure.
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My, W, D, JOHNSOXN: When a long ad-
journment was granted in connection with
the re-election of Ministers, we were led to
believe that certain work had to be done
and that Ministers desired time for the pur-
pose of doing thai work. One would have
thought that the main consideration of Min-
isters would be given to what the Govern-
ment were clecled {o do—namely, to straigh-
ten out the finances. Yet we find the Pre-
mier just drifting as lie says the previous
Government drifted. There is no indication
that anything has been done towards straight-
ening oul the finances, olther than that the
Government have sacrificed a great deal of
revenue—fully £100,000 a year. On the other
hand, there has been no reduction of expen-
diture, and there seems to be no anxiety on
the part of the Treasurer to introduce his
Budget and therchy let the country know
what he proposes o do in order to justify
the change of Government. It must e borne
in mind that the change of Government was,
aceording fo Some newspapers, absolutely
necessary to enable a new Administration
to take office in order to straighten out the
finances, Here we are to-day wilh no ex-
planation of this Supply Bill other than the
Premier’s nsking for two months’ supply on
the basis of last year's expenditure. There
is no evidence whatever of any move having
heen made in the direction of reduetion of
expenditure. The Premijer is asking for ex-
aclly the same supply as was required last
year; and yet, in the face of that, he has
sacrificed fully £100,000 per annum of rev-
enue. If it was a policy of financial drift
doring the time Labour Ministers were on
the Treasury bench, what is it now? One
is at a loss to understand exactly where we
are going to. If the Premier asked for s
less sapply, it would be an indication that he
had got a grip of the position and was mak-
ing an effort to reduce expenditure. But he
asks for exactly the same amount as the ex-
travagant, reckless, and irresponsible Gov-
ernmment who have just gone out of office
asked for; and he ecan give no indication
of the date when he will introduce his
Budget. I simply desire to take this
opportunity of pointing out that up to
date the hon., gentleman has utterly failed
to do that which he pledged himself to do—
namely, to straighten out the finanees and
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tell the country exactly what his finaneial
poliey is to be.

Mr. Angwin: It was two months’ supply
that was granted by the last Bill; not supply
for a month and a-half.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Again, it would
be as well, possibly, to anticipate the replies
to some of the questions submitted by the
member for Forrest (Mr. (’Loghlen) this
afternoon. While it is true that the Premier
is asking for lhe full amount of expenditure
on the bagis of lagt year's expenditure, we
hear from all quarters that there is a quiet,
but none the less sure, policy of retrench-
ment in progress in the Government service.
The member for Forrest has indicated one
or two Government activilies in which re-
duction of bands has taken place, and in
which on one or two occasions small retrench-
nent has been effected. The member for For-
rest has mot mentioned the Railway Depart-
ment; and yet in several branches of the
railway service considerable numbers of men
have been put off already. To-day we learn
that quite a number of men with years of
service in (fovernment deparfments are ap-
proaching members to ask them if they can-
not do something to proteet these men
against the policy of rentrenchment.

Mr. Green: Cirenlars are sent to those
men asking why they are not at the Front.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The men I refer to would
not be accepted.

Mr. W. D). JOHNSON: The position is
thoroughly unsatisfactory. I take it the only
opportunity we shall have of ventilating
matters will come when the Budget is infro-
dueed; and I hope the Premier will not wait
until this sapply is exhausted before bring-
ing down his Budget, but introduce the Esti-
mates at the earliest possible moment.

Quesiion put and passed.

Resolulion reported; the report adopted.

Committee of TWays and Means.

On motion by the PRIEMIER, resolved :——
“That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of the
year ending 30th June, 1917, a som nof ex-
ceeding £648,000 be granted out of the Cou-
solidated Revenue Tund of Western Aus-
tralia.”

Resolution reporied; the report adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply Bill introduced, etcetera.

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions a Supply Bill was introduced and, on
motion by the Premier, read a first time.

Bill passed through the remaining stages
without debate, and transmitted to the Legis-
lative Couneil.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth day—Amendment.
Debate resumed from the 21st September,

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna) [52]: It
seems to me at the present time the whole
world is in a throe of disorder in which all
the very worst elements of humanity are
manifesting themselves, and it does not seem
to be confined to Kurope; it seems to come
nearer home, and we have had a specimen
of it very recently in an appeal the Minis-
ters have made to the country and in the
present arrangement of carrying on the busi-
ness of Western Australia. I submit we are
in contact, not with these high and noble
principles that ave snpposed to lead the
parties under the free Constitution of
Britain, buf we are in a day of dishonour,
if 1 may use the expression. We are sub-
verting the ideals (hat should go to the build-
ing up of a great nation; principles
are bought and sold in the public market
when we are sent here not only for the
purpose of advancing the welfare of our
own constifuencies and seeing to the needs
and requirements of that part of the world
over whose supervision we are granted a
trust. But we are sent here to joih in the
conncils of the nation, to build up the wel-
fare of this Staie as it embraces every indi-
vidual, every class, every section and every
portion of the community. But we
have seen the spectacle at a recent
date of one section of the community
saying we are here for hire, we are
ready fo aceede to the highest bid, our
principles, our services to the country, that
high trust the people have imposed upon us
is open for traffic, and whoever bids the
higher price shall have us; and, as a ecounter-
part, we have found another section of the
community anxions for power as the Em-
perors of nations, merely anxious to rule
to have a grip on the laws that guide the
destinies of the couniry. They have been
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equally willing in part to buy and in part,
may I say, to sell themselves. We have in
portions of this State those who are inter-
esled in one particalar avocation, a very im-
portant avocation, an industry that is the—
foundation practically of the welfare of
every State, that of agriculture. It de-
cidedly is worthy of consideration, worthy
of zeal 1o the pursuit of its interests,

Mr. O’Loghlen: It has received it.

Mr, WALKER: Worlhy of all the aims
and ambitions that come from the represen-
tatives of a section of the community
aalling itself an agrieultural party. But
even that section of the State has to remem-
ber that it is only a section of the State,
that the persons cceupied in agricnlture do
not comprise the whole people of the State.
There are inleresis in common with ofbers:
but outside theirs having an independent
existenee which should be considered. And
yet, we find the party willing to forego and
forget every other interest if anything cao
achieve their goal, if only they can get what
they want from the particular party in
power, [ submit this is a lamentable state
of affairs. It is precisely that whieh is
governing the mnations at war to-day, o
achieve power and dominion for themselves
and let the struggling and helpless in
national life perish, if needs he to trample
lhem under foot so long as they can achieve
their objeect.

Mr. Griffiths: How about your own party
and the James Ministry?

Mr., WALKER: Did you ever find our
party or any party in the history of the
Slate so bidding for apportioning the State
amongst themselves as the party sitting on
the Treasury bench to-day?

Mr, Griffiths: Just the same as your own.

Mr. WALKER: There is no instance of
a like character in this or any other State
There have been parties who have been
struggling to achieve some great prineiple
and who for that end may bave allied them-
selves for the time being with the party
which seems most likely to be with them
but they bave not sold their principles in
order to achieve that end. They have simply
endeavoured to obtain their end from that
source from which alone they could get it.

Mr, Griffiths: Your party got what they
could for their own section and then cheer-
folly turned the Government out.

217

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member will
have his own acecount to make when the
next general election comes off. He, too,
has sold himself, and I trust tbat when the
ultimate test comes he will triumph over
those who have heen his detractors. But
I am not speaking of individuals. I am
speaking of the party who have put them-
selves up to the highest bidder and who have
been bought, and who now are supporting
the Governmenl that has given them almosl
everything they lave asked with the excep-
tion of dividing the country into eonstifu-
encies and handing them over as rotten
hurroughs to the members of the Country
party. To know these megotiations are pos-
sible i3 appatling. The members of the Coun-
ry party at a recent conference wished that
certain constituencies should be handed
holus bolus to certain parties. The fact
that they have come to such a decision shows
how they have descended in the scale of
henour in public life. We have this one
fact staring us in the face, that the party
of which I have been speaking arose to life
for the purpose not of destroying the demo-
cracy of the country, the people’s party,
the party of toil, hut for the purpose of!
humiliating and bringing from their lofty
conceitedness the Liheral party, that is the
conservative party in this Stale. The Coun-
try parfly was created to bring the Liberals
to their bearings.

The Binister for Railways: They came to
curse and remained to pray.

Mr. WALKER: They came to curse and
you jumped on ihem, erushed them and lastly
you bribed them.

The Minister for Railways: You should be
ashamed of yourself for saying that.

My, WALKER : 1t is a fact that stares us
in the face. Here was a party fighting the
Liberals 1o win their seats.

The Minister for Railways: They are still
doing it.

Mr. WALKER: These are their inecon-
sistencies, They are Liberals now. They
are supporting them and keeping them in
power. They are one with the Liberals. The
bargain was that there should not be any
contests. It did not eventuate gquite, but
it came near enough. Certain portions of
the State were to be mapped out for the
Liberal party and eertain portions for thg
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Country party, and the rest eould go to bis
satanic majesty—precisely as if_ they were
theirs in fee simple. This was the bargain,
and no one can deny il. Can we say there
are two parties when they divide the ecountry
between them with the understanding that
there was lo be no fighting henceforth.
There is in the background an independent
party of people, but I am not speaking of
those. 1 am referring to those who made
plans and drew up the schemes. Those arc
the people I am referring to in what I now
say. At the present moment we know where
we are. We have no longer Lo consider
two parties and lwo sets of prineiples. We
have to consider thal we are faced with a
position that represents the grab-all, the
take-all, and the have-all that the country
can produce. Let the toilers, the great mas:
of the population, the landless, and the have-
nots, go utterly despised and neglected. We
are in opposifion now and we are fighting
the forces of wealth and the grabbers for
wealth. These are the people that we have
in front of us. I am glad now that the linc
of demarcation is clear; we know for whomw
we stand and we know who stands againsi
us, and who is opposed to us. Now 1 see the
change, the deterioration, and the sinking
back. We find the Government run on the
lines of purely buying seats through political
agencies. The spectacle we witnessed the
other day at Cauning was one that should
bring the blush of shame to every poli-
tician’s face. The hon. member opposite may
well langh. He is not guniltless of the same
kind of conduct.

The Minister for Railways: What is that?

Mr. WALKER : Offering to the eleetors
promises which could only he granted out
of the public treasury with the hope of win-
ning votes.

The Minister for Railways: I made no
promise; it was you who went up there and
made all kinds of statements.

Mr. WALKER: 1 made statements that ]
could stand by, statements that were the
truth.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. WALKER: Yes, every one of them.
Was there ever a spectacle before of winning
seats by the promises of bridges across the
Canning River and the construection of tram
lines everywhere? Is that the way to build

[ASSEMBLY.]

njr u couniry, or le win an election? Is
that a speciacle of which any hon. member,
let alone a Alinisler of the Crown, might
feel proud?

Mr. QO'Loghlen: He said be would only
advocate them.

My, WALKER: But he was in a Minis-
terial position; that is a mere subterfuge,
a mere evasion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: But he escapes the re-
sponsibility,

Mr, WALKER: He eseapes no responsi-
bility. Those were the baits thrown out,
those were the promises made.

Mz, Heitmann: They eaught fish, too.

Mr. WALKBR: What was the purpose
of mentioning those bridges?

The Attorney General: You had the
opportenity and the money to build them
and you neglected to do so, instead of which
you went in for State speculations.

Mr. WALKER: We had the power?

The Altorney General: You, yes; you
had the power and the money and you
squandered the wmoney broadcast over the
ocean. Now go on.

Mr. WALKER: The oracle has spoken;
the marvellous Apollo of South Perth. We
had what money?

The Attorney General: Why did you not
confest the Canning scat?

Mr. WALKER: What a fool I would
have been. Lel me tell the Aitorney Gen-
eral that if he wants fo contest a seat, if he
is 5o heroie, if he has such magnificent blue
blood in that aristoeratic heart of his, let him
come along and contest my seat, That is
the way to challenge anotlier man. Could
1 stand up againsl bridges and tram-cars?
Was it possible for me to stand vp against
all the beautiful gliiter of his own motor-
car? I display a little ecommon sense in the
choice of the constituency I want to contest.
If the Attorney General is of the type that
makes fighters, let him go where there is
some risk to run, and that is to any of the
goldfields seats. That would be a proper
chailenge for bhim to ihrow out.

The Attorney General: And I thoroughly
believe I could win one of them.

Mr. WALKER: I believe that the hon.
member believes that he could beat St. Peter
for the position of gatekeeper of Heaven.
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That is the conceit of the hon. member, He
i5 a little man but the conceit is thick within
him. It is a faet, though, that the promises
to which [ have referred were made, and
that votes were obtained hy such promises.
The elections were carried on by buyinz
agriculiural eonstituencies, by reducing the
freights on fertilisers, and by wholesale pro-
mises of further and more extended assist-
ance to the settlers, which the Minister for
Industries (Houn. J. Mitchell) knews the
State cannot afford to gramt, and at the
same fime mainiain iis normal present ex-
penditure.  All these things eannot possibly
be done if the Government want to keep
their accounis as flourishing as thev have
promised to do.

The Minister for Railways: Absolutely.

My, WALKER : Impossible. What chauece
is there of getting money in other direc-
tions? Has there been one single move that
would save expense worth considering? Is
it mot a fact that at the present rate our
deficit will be precisely what it was when
the Scaddan Government were in office? Is
it not going on at the same rate? Have we
not had the spectacle to-night of the Trea-
surer coming down to ask for supplies, not
as the leader of the Opposilicon put if, on a
reduced scale? WNo; thev were submitted
precisely on the seale that was adopled
when the Seaddan Governmenf were in
power. All this prating and shouting to ihe
publie, which the Ministry has been guiliy
of, what 1s 1t all worth?

The Minister for Railways: [t cannot ail
he done in five minutes.

My. WALKER: Is there any sign of it?
1£ the hon. member were therd for five years
it could nol be done unless we got taxation,
and that is the thing which the present Gov-
ernment would not allow us to do when we
were in office. We asked to be permifted to
make ends meet hy fair and equitable taxa-
tion.

The Minister for Railways: If we gzef ihe
revenue that vou got. we can easilv carry
on.

Mr. WALKER: We have heard little else
bhut that kind of talk. The hon. member in
the administration of his department has
already increased the cost.

The Minister for Railways: Have 17

Mr, WALKER: Undoubtedly,

The Minister for Railways: Dn you know
1 have?

My, WALKEH: Of course 1 know it. The
hon. member has already established distriet
ingpectors and machinery for inspections all
over the State, Is that not something of an
inerement of cost?

The Minister for Railwayvs:
sarily.

Mr. WALKER: Yon cannot employ more
men and spread lhe expense witlout in-
rreasing if,

The Premier: Do vou object to it?

Mr. WALKER: { am not objecting to it,
hut T mn showing the hypocrisy of the staie-
ments made by the Treasurer himself, and
the Minister for Industries when they were
before the country. They then promised all
kinds of reductions and adjustments, but
there is no sign of anything of the kind, nor
even a sign of commencing. There are, how-
ever, signs of inereasing expenditure.

The Premier: You were aceusing us of
refrenching a few minutes ago.

Mr. WALKER: T am speaking of what
ean he done in fair and honourable adminis-
tralion. But what has ever been the resort
of the party in power, what has always been
the case? Tt has been everlastingly to aitack
the man who is struggling for existence on
a hare living wage of £3 or £4 a week. That
is the man who is now heing retrenched.

The Minister for Railways: No,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yes.

Mr. WALKER: Has therc not been any
retrenchment?

The Minisier for Railways: Not as many
as you have put off,

Mr. WALKER: The hon, member knows
{hat it was the policy of the Government in
power recently to keep employed every cifi-
zen of the State.

The Minister for Railways: You did not
do it.

Mr. WALKER: We did to the utmost
possibility, that is to say, those who were
capahle nf work. There were no unem-
ploved. ‘

The Minister for Railways: Were there
not?

Mr. WALKER: No; they were absorbed
in every possible way. What is happening

Not ngces-
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at the present moment? We have sent to
the Front an enormons hody of workers. [
do not want hon. members to forget that the
greaf, body of fighters now in France and in
Egypt are workers of the State; they are
the men from the ranks of the toilers.

The Minister for Railways: Every man
whe is there is a worker.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member knows
the exact meaning of my words; they are
workers in the sense that they belong to the
unions of fhe State; they are toilers of
organised labour in this State.

The Minister for Railways: Why sel class
azainst class?

Mr, WALKER: Why am I obliged to
speak of class? Because it is that class that
the Government seizes upon lo penalise im-
mediately they get into office; it is because
the Government always seleet that, class o
practice jts economy upon. It is because of
the Government’s cheeseparing applied teo
that class. Set class against elass? Who is
doing that? Those who are in power and
who are ignoring this great body of men,
and who are forgetting them and their ser-
viees to the State, and who are putting any
burden that is to fall upon the people,
chiefly upon the shoulders of these people.
The Government are sefting class against
class. My desire, and the desire of every
member of this pariy, is to abolish all class,
and to recogunise as the noblest type of man-
hood that of labour, and the right of the
toiler, to live upon an equality with all.
Any of lhe wealthier at any time, hy
a slight change of fortune, may be
back again in the ranks of the toiler.
That is the object of onr parly. The Gov-
crnment are doing a little bit of retrench-
ment, are saving a mere scrap out of the
workers, dismissing them on the railways,
dismissing them from the implement works
at Fremantle, dismissing them from the
brickworks, from the construction of the
Esperance line, dismissing them in other
directions. I say there may be somelhing in
the way of economy in that direction. It
will, no doubt, extend further as time goes
on. The Government are young in office,
not yet having felt their full grip at the pre-
sent time. . As time goes on, and we have
seen from history what does bappen in like
eases, we shall find retrenchment and dis-
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missal, and lhese economists will call upon
the workers, the toilers of this State, the
civil servants, but in the ease of the last
named only those who enjoy a certain rank
and salary, to assist in their work of so-
called economy. That is what we may ex-
pect, that is how we may expect them to
effect their savings.

The Minister for Railways: One would
think you had not gone out of office five
minutes aro. Why did you not do all this
for the workers when you had the oppor-
tunity ¥

Mr. WALKER : Tt is the undeing of what
we have done that T am eomplaining of. lIn
the maiter of a little bit of fish they dare.
In the matter of a buteher’s shop they dare.
In the big things, however, they dare noti;
they dare not touch them.

The Attorney General: You wait.

Mr, WALKER: Is that a prophecy that
tlrey will he touched?

The Attorney General: Wait and see.

Mr, WALNKER : Does the hon. member in-
tend to toueh them? Toes he intend to touch
the State S{eamship Service?

The Atiorney General:
going to be investigated.

Mr, WALKER: 1t is nothing else but in-
vestigation.

The Attorney General: Nothing else.
Affer you have been here it requires a lot.

Mr. Angwin: When vou have been there
awhile you will have to burn the result of
your invesiigations.

Mr. WALKER: These are the claptrap
phrases with which the hon. member tried to
win over the thonghtless of South Perth, but
they do not go down with eommon-sense
people. Sinee he has been Minister the hon.
member lias sniffed his nose in every depart-
ment with which he is connected, so that
matters have gone eon in such a manner that
it is clearly proved that his administration
cannot improve if he conlinunes in office for
all time. All this rabid talk about expense
and orgies in administration is so muclh
froth, intended only to delude the public. As
a matter of fact, in every department the
afdministralion of the Labour Government,
in the maiter of the bare expense of admin-
istration, meant a saving in money. Ex-
penses were reduced, departments were run
more cheaply—that is absolutely true—

They are all
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than ever before. I am speaking of the
actual eost of administration. True, we
launched out into new ventures, and it is
those which hon. members opposite have
made most eapital out of. We introduced
what they call socialistic ventures. I have
heard people belonging to this immaculate
party rail against socialistic enterprises. An
hon, member on the Liberal side wha, only
the other night was speaking in condemna-
tion of the Labour party’s policy, said,
“long lite to that Government.” I heard at
a public meeting in one of the suburbs of
the City a few days ago the same man froth
at the mouth in condemnation of what he
called, “Government ventures, Government
enterprises.”’

The Minister for Railways: I
think so.

Mr. WALKER: He was the very man
who fought tooth and nail in secret and 1n
the open for a railway concession, a social-
istic enterprise, in his constituency up as
{ar as Lake Grace and onward, and he was
a member of the party for which the Minis-
ter for Railways is promising to uase the
railways of the State in order to carry fer-
tilisers for practieally nothing.

The Minister for Railways: Why not?

Mr. WALKER: Because the railways are
State enterprises, socialistie enterprises, and
they involve the use of the property of the
whole State in order to belp a section of the
State.

Mr. Griffiths: What about New Zealand
and freights there?

AMr. WALKER : Hon. members want rail-
way lines in agrieultural distriets. Who is
to build them? The State is to build them.
The State has to man them. The State has
to lose monev on them——

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. WALKER: For a time.

Mr. Griffiths; And the producer has to
pay for them in the long run.

Mr. WALKER: I am not questioning
that. Let the hon. member stick to the
principle. He supported and believed in it.
We cannot earry our railway lines up
through the North-West, but we ecan carry
an iron-moving transit vehicle from Fre-
mantle up to the furthest port by sea. But
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that is horrible, We give the North-West
the same service by sea that we bave earried
on terra firma into the agricultural areas
of the South-West, Where, then, is the dif-
ference?

Mr. Griffiths: Who is growling about
that?

Mr., WALKER: Members of the Gov-
ernment. There is no consistency in this
sort of thing.

Mr. Thomson: You infroduced these

steamers to reduce the price of meal, but
failed to aceomplish that.

Mr. WALKER: These steamers did help
to regulate the meat price in Perth. They
kept the meat price lower in proportion
than was done in any olher portion of the
Commonwealth,

Mr. Grifiths: Is
Knibbs?

Mr. WALKHKR: Yes. Suppose the price
of meat had not been kept down through
the agency of the State steamers, will the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) re-
pronch the proper authors responsible faor
the rise in the price of food? Let him take
the blame to himself., We had, when the
Labour Government were in office, a mea-
sure at one time passed by hoth Houses of
Parliament for regulating the price of food-
stuffs——

The Minister for Railways: You have a
Federal measure now in operation.

Mr. WALKER: During the war. The
hon, member knows that fthe TFederal and
State measures are different things. What,
iherefore, is his object in interrupting un-
less it is to pull me off the track, or else to
appear wiser than he really is? The hon.
member knows that the two things are dif-
ferent, and that whilst we had a law in this
State on the subject we could regnlate the
prices of eommodities, and did so.

The Minister for Railways: What about
wheat?

Mr. WALKER: We regulated more than
the price of wheat. When we brought that
measure up again, a measure which could
apply to every commodity which is made use
of by the consuming public——

The Minister for Railways:
two prices, Federal and State.

that according to

There were
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AMr. WALKER: What happened? We

had the management of our own State. It
is the State’s affairs we are sent here to ex-
ercise some judgment npon, and this was a
State measure. It did not in any way con-
flict, of necessity, with the Federal measnre.
We are the people who ought to understand
our own affairs, and ought to be conversant
with our own requirements aud our own
needs. That measure was introduced into
this Chamber and passed, bat when it reached
another Chamber, another braneh of the
same party now in office, another wing of
the same conservatism, the measure was des-
troved. 1t was lost in the Upper Chamber.
Jt is to that, and not to the running of the
steamers, that the people owe their sorrows
and troubles in honsehold management, and
to that entirely. It is the ineonsistency I am
pointing out. When it is a matter of run-
ning a State saw mill it is execrable, it is
.unfair to private enterprises. If it is to
supply every possible kind of machinery to
help the farmer to grow wheat, the ery is,
“Go on, that is all right.” What I feel
most about the matter is this: All the diffi-
culties, all the real trials the farmer has had,
it is said, originated in the Government
who have just relinquished office. But, as a
maiter of fact, the whole prineciple of giving
direct aid to the farmer to ecarry on, apart
from the Agricultuaral Bank, originated with
the Labour party. They gave the first help,
and the chief misfortune that befell them in
giving was that too many required help,
more than the machinery at hand could
help. And there were a few blunders,
a few failores, a few mistakes, which
were unavoidable in entering upon the
work, in opening up a new channel,
and in undertaking work of sueh variety
and of such gigantie character. As soon
as we got these things going we hene-
fited those we kept upon the soil, and have
supported even their wives and little chil-
dren whilst they were siruggling against the
perverseness of nature. But, for all that,
these are the people who turn rathlessly
upon us and take to their arms an enemy
which at all times imposes upon them. These
are inconsistencies which we meel with in
polities in this so-called free eountry.

Mr. Griffiths: Ts it not time you pulled
the heam out of your own eve?
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Mr. WALKER: The hon. member can-
nol accuse me of any conduet sueh as he has
been guilty of Suppese in the past right
down to the very root of history we had this
sort of thing, is it not about time we got
away to something better? Nolwithstanding
the great industry, the perseverance and the
everlasting devotion to sindv with the
widnight oil of the member for York
(Mr. Griffiths), may I give him a little
grandfatherly advice, ramely, to cultivate
his own sense of justice a little more, and
above all, learn fo listen? T am complaining
of the want of honour in our political life.

Mr. Griffiths:
politieal life.

Mr. WALKER: That does not white-
wash anyone, Tt does not whitewash My,

Tt is the same in your own

Aonger.
Mr, Griffiths: 1t does not whitewash yon.
Mr. WALKER : T do not need white-

washing, T am glad the hon. member feels
a little what | am saying, feels tle truth of
it. I have no doubt that this ability he is
showing to interrupt merely, and to destroy
free speech in another, to block the right of
ntteranee in opponents, will stand him in
good stead the next time he is conferring
with his brothers, with his party confréres;
say, in the next conference at York. T have
noticed that at liis own cenferences the hon.
member is very humble, very quiet. It is only
when he is liere, interrupting me, that he
shows spirit. I now enter upon another
phase of our publie life which one c¢annot
but feel to be an ungavoury symptom of the
times. We find all our Liberals in particu-
lar well to the front and shouling from the
housetops admiration for the returned sol-
diers. I cannot help but feel that there is a
eood deal of public hypoerisy in the pro-
Fessions of preparation for the reception
of the returned soldiers. Yhat does it all
amount to now? At the present juncture
there is merely a fitful and feverish begging
from the general multitude to help the men
who have carried with them across the seas
the destinies of our State.

Mr. Griffiths:
good.

Mr. WALEKER: T do not thank the hon.
member for his compliments, or for his

Now vou are on something
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riudeness, for his want of common, ordinary
decency in a public building. 1f we had a
Government worthy of the respect that one
would wish to extend lo a Government, Min-
isters would stand forward and abide by the
pledge of earmarking public moneys for the
purpose of seeing that every man coming
back from ihe Front to this State meets with
the reward, not merely of lip gratitude, bhut
of substantial gratitude in the shape of pro-
vision for his future, in the shape of see-
ing that his future is assured, We have had
any number of public meetings, any amount
of limelight, and any quantity of taking
round (he cap until the generosity of the
people has been blunted. We are wounding
ilese impulses of benevolence, those desires
towards charity, which in a normal eom-
munity give aid to those who are deserving.
On every possible theme about a dozen funds
are constantly going, and all hands are heg-
ging with a species of jntimidation. In onx
thoroughfares, in our homes, in our offices,
in our publie places, everywhere we go, it is
beg, beg, beg. WWhat is the effect of all this?
The unfairness which always results from
the existence of a Government like the une
now in office. All the burden is put on the
weak, all the stress and strain of aiding
those who need consideration is thrown on
those who, being big-hearted, have already
almost exhausted their resourees and must
. suffer loss by giving further charity and fur-
ther help. That is what has happened.
What is the course that should be taken?
What we need to-day is that not only the
Government of this State, but the Federal
Government and all other State Govern-
ments, shonld establish a fund more sacred
than all other funds, a fund to be earmarked
specifieally, a fund of safficient dimensions
to ensure that every man returning wounded
{from the war, or even returning here from
the war in his full health and strength, shall
never have eanse to regret that he broke up
howe, sacrificed his dearest associallons in
life, and ruined all the prospects he had in
band, in order to answer his country’s eall.
No such man ought to be left to say that
when he had done his service he was thrown
aside like a drained orange.

Mr. Thomson: Why did not vou do some-
ihing when vou had the opportunity?

Mr. WATRER: We did something. We
had our plans ready for the purpose.

Mr. Thomson: You should have done
something two vears ago.

Mr. WALKER: The war has been on for
only two years. This is the kind of recogni-
tion of faei one gets. Apparently, one bas
no right 1o tell the truth.

Mr. Thomson: Y quite agree with you that
something shonld be done.

Mr. WALKER: Then why does not the
hon. member spur on the present Govern-
ment o do it?

Mr. Thomson: But you had iwo years.

My, WALKER: We did mueh in those
iwo years. We had a two-years struggle,
whilst we were anxious io do our utmosl,
and whilst we had a solemn pledge from both
siles of the House that whilst this war was
on, party politics should be sank and the
struggle for political power should be ended.

The DMinister for Railways: Who hroke
that pledge?

Mr. WALKER: The opposite side of the
House broke the pledge. There was con-
tinual vituperation and seandal-mongering
and absolute falsehood from day to day for
the purpose of besmirching our characters,
ruining our reputations, and destroying our
power for good.

Mr. Gardiner: I kept my pledge.

Mr. WALKER: T would not for a moment
wish to associate the member for Irwin (M.
Gardiner) with those remarks. I did not in-
tend to inelude that hon. member in them.
1 know that hon. member has fought for the
truce which should have heen obtained for
the purpose of enabling the House to give
its hest efforis towards condueling the war,
so far as we in this Parliament were eon-
cerned in ils conduct, so that we might draw
up car plans ealmly and deliberately, with
our minds unperturbed.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson: The member for Ir-
win was turned down for keeping his pledge.

Mr. WALKER: Undoubtedly. By every
section of the Press he was called every re-
proachful name that could attach to a poli-
tician seeking to lead a party.

Mr. Foley: And one of the Liberals sitting
here now was foremost in doing it.

Mr. WALKER: The conduet of members
opposite, the method of their fichting, their
ahsolute forgzeifulness of the need for pre-
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paralion whilst they are crying from the
house-tops, “Send recruits for the war,” are
absolutely astounding. They are even apply-
ing a mild form of reirenchment in order 1o
compel men in the railway service to go to
the war. But, whilst they are everlasiingly
applauding anyone offering any inducement
to men to go to the war, and particularly the
labouring section of the community, they
take every possible advantage of the absence
of those workers at the Front to push on
their own political aims. To me that is a
horrible thing. I am referring to the meaus
adopted by members opposite to get into
power, and possibly foree an election when
the great bulk of the worker voters, the
Labonr voters, are at the Front.

The Minister for Railways: Are there no
Liberal voters at the war?

Mr. WALKER: There are a few; but out
of every 20 men at the Front 19 are from
the ranks of the workers.

The Minister for Railways: That is nol so.

Mr. WALKER: Collie is almost depopu-
lated.

The Minister for Works: Yon ought to
be ashamed of yourself.

Mr. WALKER : The bulk of the men from
Western Australia who are fighting for this
country and for the Empire are from the
ranks of the organised workers.

Mr, Green: Hear, bear. 1f can be proved
by figures. ;

Mr. Griffiths: Every country town in this
State has sent from 200 to 400 men,

Mr. WALKER: Yes; and many of them
are of the organised worker’s ¢lass of which
I speak. I include those men. From Kan-
owna every man fit for service has gone.
Norseman the same. Kalgoorlie has sent its
thousands. And the same applies to this city
of Perth, as rvegards the ranks of the
workers. I have no desire to lessen the hero-
ism or the courage of those who do not pro-
nounce the political shibboleth that I speak.
I appreciate the sacrifice of every man who
16 at the Front at the present day. Tt is
only those who take advantage of the ab-
sence of those men that' I am attacking. I
am proud of the men at the Front, whoever
they are—whether they belong to the Liberal
ranks, to the farmers, or to the ranks of
Labour—who are risking life and limb, who
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at any moment to give their dearest drop of
life’s blood for their eountry. I appreciate
them; I honour them. But 1 do not like
all these things to be made the stalking-
horse for the limelight-seekers of a particu-
lar party.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) ;
1 think you are doing that.

Mr, WALKER: How?

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Henorary Minister) :
By your recent utterances.

Mr, WALKER: I say, no. I say hon.
members opposite are doing it in every in-
stance. -

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
There has never been a more glaring instance
of it than has oceurred within the last few
minutes.

Mr. WALKER: T say that when this wa1
began there was a solemn pledge between
boih sides of the House, between all parts
of the Chamber, that there should be a peli-
tical truce during the continuance of the
war. Let not that be forgotten. That truece
was to last while the war lasted; all party
aims and party purposes were to be sunk.
The Labour Government came down with
non-party measures which aimed at meeting
the exigencies created by the war.

'he Minister for Railways: What abont
the administration?

Mr., WALKER: The administration was
on a par with the purposes of that non-party
aim. But any exeuse would serve the Oppo-
sitton-—a ship bought for the North-West
trade, or a railway to develop an agricul-
tural district. Any paliry excuse was good
enough; anything was good enough to afford
an excuse for breaking the political truee, a
iruce in which the sacred destinies of our
Empire were involved. That is the point T
make. Heaven forbid that I should throw
a slur on any soldier who is now in arms
for his country’s cause.

The Minister for Works: Let it go at that,
anyhow,

Mr. WALKER: What is the resnlt of this
limelight? What is the result of this deter-
mination to raise members’ ire by a political
warfare which this House has witnessed?
What is to be the consequence? The only
consequence can be to turn the people’s
faces away from the seriousness of the
national situation. You are turning the

are risking their whole future, who are willing . minds of the people aside from the great
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destinies that are in the balance in this
great cataclysm of the nations and you are
making people callous. This is the kind of
conduet which is raising up an anti-conserip-
tion party.

The Minister for Railways: They do not
take much raising up; do not apologise for
them.

Mr, WALKER: I am not apologising for
anybody. I am telling hon. members that
while our minds should be united and onr
aims should be one, our purpose fixed in
this great ecrisis, we are talking about
such trumpery matters as steamships. I
say that this Government has adopted a
policy worthy perhaps of an unprincipled
horde, but a policy calenlated to ecreate in-
stincts not worthy of great, thoughtful, or
serious men. I ¢ome now to another portion
of their policy. Side by side with the pro-
mises which have been given to those who
are prepared to offer the Government sup-
port is the policy of political revenge on
those who oppose them. Those constituen-
gies that promised support to the Government
in* power are to be given cheaper rates onm
the railways, cheaper travelling, cheaper
fertilisers and concessions of all kinds. But
that part of the couniry which has not sup-
ported the Government but has returned
members on this side of the House to repre-
seni them, is to be penalised in every in-
stance. I say that in that portion of the
State where the Government did not get the
political support necessary to the realisation
of their ambitions, is to be penalised. And
I say now that this Government has in pro-
ject a measnre ostensibly to do justice to all
by giving us a new Electoral Act.

The Attorney General: We wanted one.

Mr. WALKER: Whilst they are osten-
sibly making a claim that they want just
representation they are now hatching a plot
for the purpose of depriving that part of
the Btate which has never given them politi-
cal support of political power. They are tin-
kering with the franchise on the goldfields.
In several speeches which bave been made
of late, in the speeches at the Liberal rally.
and in speeches delivered by members of the
Legislative Couneil, by no lesser person than
the Colonial Secretary, we have bad it de-
clared solemnly thai there is need for a re-
distribution which will reduce the represen-
tation of the goldfields.
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The Minister for Railways: Your Bill pro-
posed the same thing,

Mr. WALKER: Our Bill was based on
the principles for which we stand, and we
proposed as nearly as possible to give one
vote one value, giving to every individual
citizen of the State equal power and no more
than that in every portion of the State. In
the measare we proposed we fook into eon-
sideration distance from the capital and the
accessibility of the Government, and we alsc
took into consideration enormous areas re-
quiring the attention becausze of their
small population.  These were the only
variations from absolutely popular re-
presentation.  What is proposed now?
What is to bhe the direction for the
guidance of the commission? Is there
one member of that (Ministerial) bench who
will deny that one of the chief desires is
to redice representation on the goldfields?
Is it not desired to get in another sort of
bribe to representatives of the party which
sits on the eross benches? And I would ask
those hon. members if it is not their desire to
have greater political power than others? Is
it not a fact that the metropolitan area
where the population is largest will have
its political power reduced? They sball be
punished? The policy of dishing their op-
ponents is being adopted by the Govern-
ment now in power. That is the policy
which has been adopted partieularly in re-
gard to the constitueney which I represent.
No sooner was the Government in office than
the line which had been authorised by this
liouse and by another House after the
fullest posible discussion, afier 20 years of
advocacy and after repeated investigation,
was stopped. This line had been passed,
had been commenced, a few miles had been
eonstruetd. Instantaneously on  the
Government’s coming into office—the Minis-
ter for Works had searcely become seated in
his chair before he wired “Stop the work;
destroy that distriet”—for that is what it
means. And some of those supporting the
Government on the hustings at the recent
eleclion seemed to glory in that sort of thing.
The Premier himself may be quoted as
a fair sample of the gross misrepresenta-
tion on this subject indulged in by the Gov-
ernment. I will quote from a speech made
by the Premier and similar language was
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used by many other speakers, all of whom
were swearing vengeance against this
{Labour) party. The report appears in the
West Australian newspaper of 18th August
of thig year, It states—

The Managing Trustee of the Agrieul-
tural Bank had declared that the bholdings
had no mortgageable value, It was the
Labour Government and the Goldfields
members and the Kalgoorlie Miner who
had induced the settlers on to these lands.
While the (Government, through Mr.
Walker, had promised to take over their
wheat on the main road hetween Esper-
ance and Norseman, though, so far as he
could gather, not one whole bag had been
taken over.

Mr. Collier: That is all lies.

The Minisier for Railways: It is abso-
Tutely truoe, -

Mr. WALKER: I will show the hon.
member before I have finished whether it is
true or not. I say it is absolutely untrue,
and I chall show how it is untrue—

When the whicle file had been sent to
Mr. Walker—

That is another mis-statement, The whole
file was never seni to me, simply the report
by Cook, Richardson, and Hewby, and it
was on that that I wrote:—

Wlen the whole file had been sent to
My, Walker, the member. for the distriet,
he had simply written laconically—
“Noted with disappointment.”

The impregsion which the Premier desired to
convey was that I had noted the report on
this land as to their being salt in the Esper-
anee land with disappointment. But the
truth is T had neled that report with disap-
pointment, and I shall show the reason for
it as I proceed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WALKER: Before tea T was poini-
ing out how unfair and incorrect was the
statement made by the Premier at the Lib-
eral rally when he declared that the Laboor
Government was solely responsible for the
setilement of the mallee couniry in the Es-
perance districl. T propose to draw atten-
tion to the fact that long hefore the Labour
Government were in office those who had
been in possession of the Treasury benches
for many yvears past had encouraged seftle-
ment in the Esperance district. They not

[ASSEMBLY.]

only accepted applications, but, so long ago
as the very beginning of Responsible Gov-
ernment in this State, when Sir John For-
rest was Premier, every encouragement was
given to land settlement in that distriet, by
the erection of public buildings, and the
construection of wharves at Esperanee, in
addition to which a rough survey of a rail-
way was put in the original maps of that
period, and a definite promise given that the
railway would be constructed. But I do not
wish to go so far back as that. I propose to
deal with {he period when Sir John For-
rest had left ithe agtive affnirs of this State,
and the succeeding Liberal Governments
were in power. I wish to show the House
that the Liberal Governments gave direct
encouragement to setilement in the Esper-
ance district. Mind, I do not blame them
for it. They did the right thing. But, in
order to secore a point, they now make it
appear that the Esperance settlers have been
misled and duped into aecepting homes in
the wilderness. The Minister for Agrieul-
ture, and the Premier himself, say that the
whole blame, if any, for the settlemed® of
the Esperance lands rests with the Labour
Government.

Hon J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
You never set an example by going there
yourself; you went somewhere else.

My, WALKER: I do not see the point.

Hon, J. D. Connolly (¥onorary Minis-
ter) : You knew something better.

My, WALKER: Better than going to
Esperance? I was not member for Esper-
ance when I took vp my land. Unlike the
hon. member, I did not promise them a rail-
way and then go back on it; I did not hold
a seat on the strength of a promise of that
kind, and then repudiate it, which wag what
the hon. member did.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): No; the fault was that T would not
promise them.

Mr. WALKER: But you did promise
them, and you did not perform.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Never, and you know it.

My, WALKER: I know quite the con-
trary. In the middle of 1910, over 12
months hefore the Labour Government came
into offiece, the Liberal Government had
given encouragemen{ fo the Agricultural
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Rank 10 make advances to settlers in the Es-
perance district. I have here on the depart-
mental file a letter signed by the managing
trustee of the Agricultural Bank, which reads
as follows:—

Referring io my letter of the 24th inst.,
I have to inform you that advances will
be made by this bank on lands suitable
lor agrieultural purposes in the Esper-
ance-Norseman distriet.

The Minister for Works: Suitable for agri-
cultural purposes!

Mr. WALKER: What is the good of it
if there is none such there? This is a letter
of promise that the Bank will make ad-
vances. 1t continues—

Will you please observe thai advances
will only be made on areas which are
considered large enough—

“Large enough” is ihe limitalion,
leiter proceeds—

For successful farming, We are sending

an inspeetor to the distriet at an early

date to report on the land.

The Minister for Railways: No Minister’s
name is attached to that.

Mr. WALKBR: No, it is the Agricul-
tural Bank; but was not a Minister behind
it?

The Minister for Railways: No, the Minis-
ter had nothing to do with that.

Mr. WALKER: Had the Minister ever
anything to do with encouraging settlement
in the agriewltural distriets?

The Minister for Railways: Yes, but not
at Esperance.

Mr. WALKER: But on the lands be-
tween Esperance and Norseman?

The Minister for Railways: Certainly not.

Mr. WALKER: I have here a minunte, a
recommendation to Cabinet signed by J. D.
Connolly, Acting Minister for Lands, as fol-
lows—

I recommend Cabinet to advise His Ex-
cetlency the Governor in Council to ap-
prove of the vacant Crown lands in the
Eucla division being thrown open for sel-
ection, as provided by Part 5 of the Land
Act, 1907, and also Part 8 of the said Act,
a5 amended by the Act of 1906,

That was in 1907. Now here is something
over the signature of our friend, the Min-
ister for Lands at that time, Hon. James
Mitchell, as follows—

The
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When at Esperance recently a deputa-
tion wailed upon me and asked that the
temporary reserve near Grass Pateh be
thrown open for selection. In reply I in-
formed the deputation that the reserve
would be thrown open, but that if there
were any timber on it which ought to be
reserved probably that would be euf out,
and that it might perhaps he necessary to
make some small reserves within the farger
area.

The Minister for Railways; That was for
travelling stock.

Mr. WALKER: Travelling stock! Whai
other subterfuge? The Minister concluded—

Will you please have the necessary actior

taken in the matter.

That is our friend—throwing open Crown
lands for selection! He now forgets what it
was all about. Let me inform him how this
matter came up and how the hon. member
came to act in that way. He gives orders
for the necessary action to be taken. Now I
will show how the *Labourites” were at him.
Here is a letter addressed to the Liberal,
J. T. Glowrev, Palace Hotel, Perth, as fol-
lows:—

Dear Sir,—I have received a letter from
James Lewis of Norseman Road. e states
that he is personally known to you, and
he wants vou to do what your can to in-
duce the Government to survey a few sel-
ections in that distriet so as to induce
settlers to take up land there.

The Minisler for Railways: We refused
to survey.

Mr. WALKER: The letter continues—

His request is a sensible and reasonable

one, and I feel sure it will commend itself

to von. Yours truly, G. L. Throssell.

The Minister, for Railways: But I refused
to cut it up.

Mr. WALKER: Nothing of the kind.
Here is a letter addressed to the Minister,
pursuant to that letter—

Dear Sir,—I1 herewith enclose you a
letter which I have received from G. L.
Throsgsell, Northam, also an estract from
a letter by Mr. Lewis of Grass Patch, be-
tween Norseman and Esperance. I shall
he glad to know if you can ecomply with
Mr. Lewis's wishes. Some years ago I
urged the Lands Department to survey a
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lot of this land, as I feel sure it would be
readily selected.
This was dated 22nd January, 1910.
The Minister for Railways: Before I saw
ihe distriet.
Mr. WALKER: Every kind of shuffle!
Mr. Glowrey’s letfer continues—
I trust you will see your way to giving in-
structions at an early date to have this
important work put in hand. Yours truly,
J. 1. Glowrey, Palace Hotel.

Along with that there was a very long re-
port from Mr. Watkins, the surveyor, on the
point, Finally, in putsuance of the same
letters, the then Minister for Lands, Mr.
Mitclell, in a minute dated 31/5/1910, gives
order that the reserve should be thrown open
for seleclion.

The Minister for Railways: Not surveyed
though. That is a very different matter.

Mr. WALKER: Thrown open for selee-
tion.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. WALKER: Another guibble.

The Minister for Railways: It is no
«uibble.

Mr. WALKER: Selectors are to go upon
the reserve. Tle whole point is, who got the
selectors down there? Who gave them the
inducement to go there? - Who took their
cash, and who made the land available?

The Minister for Raillways: You did.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. genileman op-
posite knows that he is telling now what is
not correet. He lknows that for what he is
saving now there is no foundation whatever
in faet.

The Minister for Railways: I told the
sefilers not to go, and you told them to go;
and they took your adviee.

Mr. WALKER: Hon. members must
know that immediately the Labour Govern-
ment took office I visited that district for
the first time, because it had only just be-
ecome a part of my electorate. And I found
waiting for me at Gibson’s Soak, and at
what is now ecalled Scaddan, and at Grass
Patch, enormous erowds of settlers.

The Minister for Railways: There were
only 64 settlers in the distriet.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Miuis-
ter): Crowds, did youn say?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WALKER: Crowds for that portion
of the State; crowds as big as any fo be got
in the remole wheat districts at the present
time,

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-

ter) : How many formed the crowds—
three?
Mr. WALKER: Thirty or 40. There

was quite that number at Seaddan and also
at Grass Patch. We find, therefore, that
Mr. Throssell, Mr. Glowrey, Mr. Mitchell,
and other members of the Liberal party
strongly supported land settlement in the
Esperance district. Sunecessive Governments
have had placed before them reports on the
matter-

The Minister for Railways:
not.

My. WALKER: Reports of the sirongest
character in favour of the couniry. Dr.
Harrison, who was the resident medical offi-
cer and magistrate for the distriet under a
Liberal Government during a lengthy period,
wrote a sirong and conelusive report on the
character of these lands so far back as the
15th June, 1905.

The Minister for Railways:

Mr. WALKER: Yes.

The Minister for Railways: The Labour
Government were in power then.

Mr. WALKER: Not at this time.

Mr. Aogwin: Yes, they were.

Mr. WALKER: He gives a report de-
scribing the soil as ligbt, sandy loam, slightly
ferruginous, and with a clay sub-soil. He
describes the country as being of the follow-
ing character—

Tt 15 covered with small eucalpyts here
called mallee, though quite different from
the mallee of Vietoria. Very few of these
trees require chopping before they and
the small scrub intermixed with them
could be rolled down with a heavy roller.
There 15 no diffleulty in gelting a bhurn
when this is done; and the natural grass
then springs up immediately. I estimate
there are at least 100,000 acres of this
elass of land, which should he sold 1n
blocks of not more than 1,000 aeres each at
Gs. 8d. per acre payable in 30 years. This
area has a rainfail of 16 inches at the 45-
Mile, and of 15 inches about the northern
end. Tt can be relied on to give one ton

They bave

In 19052
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of wheat chaff and 10 bushels of wheat

to the acre.

The Minister for Railways:
was a lot out, was he not9

Mr. WALKER: No.

The Minister for Railways: He was.

Mr. WALKER: The Minister for Rail-
ways gets very irrilated, but he need not
feel that it is necessary to stop me from
speaking in order that he may make mis-
takes. 1 intend to proceed, and to show him,
not the testimony of Labourists or of Labour
men for political purposes, but the honest
expressions of opinion of men on the spot
and men capable of forming a judgment.
Dr. Harrison says—

The salmon gum probably covers
200,000 acres, so that altogether a fair-
sized province of 350,000 acres is lying
idle and erving aloud for seitlement. It
is much betier than a great deal of the
land now being taken up along the Great
Southern Railway. And if there were a
railway from Esperance to Norseman
every acre of the area would be saleable
at from 5s. to 10s. per acre.

Such is the testimony of Dr. Harrison. He
is not a miner, not a resident of the gold-
fields, not a member of the Labour party,
nor a memher of the Labour Government.

The Minister for Railways: Bot was he
a practical man?

Mr. WALKER: Just as practical as
those who have given detrimental opinions
concerning the Esperance lands. Dr. Har-
rison was on the spof and knew the faets of
the case. Further he says—

Eventually this distriet with a railway to

the port would be one of the largest wheat

exporters in the State.
I mention this to show how unseruplous, how
misleading was the statement of the Pre-
mier, just like the present siatement of the
Minister for Railways.

The Minister for Railways: What is the
matter? .

Mr. WALKER: The statement as to the
Labour Government having misled the set-
tlers now upon the Norseman lands.

The Minister for Railways: Yon misled
them all the time.

Mr. WALKER: That is no use, in view
of this stréng evidence; and this is not the
only evidence we have. There is the testi-

Dr. Harrison
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mony of Mr. Johnston, the late Surveyor
General. The present Minister for Railways
apparently will say anything in order to es-
cape his responsibilities and in order to
heap contumely and reproach upon the
heads of his opponents. It is not manly.
That manner of controversy is not one which
hon. members should follow—trying abso-
lutely to deny one’s own aets in order to
bring reproach upon other people.

The Minister for Railways: I will show
you presenily how you are shirking your re-
sponsibility.

Mr. WALKER: T do nof suppose that
even the Minister for Works will doubt the
honour or the capacity of the late Surveyor
General.

The Minister for Railways: No one does.

The Minister for Works: Why do you
pick on me?

Mr. WALKER: Because the Minister for
Works seemed to sniff some ramour of salt
and immedjately paralysed his Works De-
partment and stopped a necessary and au-
thorised public work on that account.

The Minister for Works: What did Mr.
Heenan tell me when he came up to see me?

Mr. WALKER: Let the Minister for
Works tell us what Mr. Heenan said,

The Minister for Works: You know
what he said.

Mr. WALKER: I know he said nothing
to the detriment of that distriet.

The Minister for Works: You de not
know what his erops were, anyhow.

Mr. WALKER: That may be. Bat if I
went to any part of the world and told the
people there what my crops in the wheat
belt district, authorised and sanctioned by
every member of the Country party and by
Ministers themselves, had averaged for the
last eight years, the people would say that
the eountry was not worth living upon.

Mr. Hudson: They would say, to pull up
the railway,

Mr, WALKER: Yes; immediately, T
shall have something to say later about that
matter. The Minister for Works surely does
not want to attack a country of which he
knows nothing.

Mr. Piesse: What about the half-million
bags along that line this year?

Mr. WALKER: What about the hundreds
of acres of rust in the best land of that dis-
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iriet 1his year? The hon. member knows
that all round Geraldton and in the Green-
ough district and in my district—in faet, on
amy own land—there are lots of erops which
promised 20 bushels to the acre and yet had
not a grain of wheat in them.

Mr. Piesse: Nevertheless, 600,000 bags of
grain were bagged and carted in that dis-
Irict last year.

Mr. WALKER: Every farm was not
affected to the same extent—that is quite
true. But when one takes o large proportion
of farms which had a chance of getting a
little, and a small pnumber of settlers, the
hon, member, as a fair man, must recognise
that the comparison is not a fair one. Mr.
Johnston, the late Surveyor General, and Mr.
Muir, another authority of no mean char-
acter, and an authority whose honour and
capacity no member would deny, say—

We may stale that this large extent of
wheat-growing country, some one and a
quarter millions of aeres, is the greatest
area of wheat land, as far as we know, at
present in the State in possession of the
Crown with so good a rainfall.

AWhat objection ean be taken to that? TIs
not that testimony of some value? Did the
Minister for Works consult these files before
hie stopped the Ksperance railway construe-
tion? Did he look baclk in the files to see
what support there was for the character of
the soil?

The Minister for Works:
picking on me?

Mr. WALKER: Because the Minister for
Works, as head of the Works Department,
is responsible for stopping the construetion
of that railway; and T ask him what grounds
le had for that action?

The Minister for Works: Give me an op-
portunity, and T will tell you.

Mr. Hodson: The Minister for Works did
not stop the work. He was told to stop if.

Mr. WALKER: Undoubtedly. I do not
suppose he really did stop the work.

The Minister for Works: Yes; T stopped
it right enough.

Mr. WALKER: Of course, officially.

The Minister for Works: Yes. |

Mr. WALKER: The tap was turned off,
as it were, by the Minister for Works; but

Why are you
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the instructions doubtless came from else-
where.

The Minister for Works: That is possible.
You know what Governments are.

Mr. WALKER: I know what Govern-
ments are, and 1 do not put all the blame
on Lthe Minisler for Works.

The Minister for Works:
whether you do or not.

Mr. WALKER: I do not eare whether
the Minister for Works cares or not. There
is no love lost belween us in the matter, and
no faith wasted between us. .

The Minister for Works: Not on either
side.

Mr. WALKER: 1 have absolutely no
conflidence in the judgment of the Minister
for Works where politics are concerned.

The Minister for Works: Now you have
said that, get on with your speech.

Mr. WALKLR: The hon, member before
stopping the work never consulted those
files; he had never seen the report of his
own officers, or of the officers of the Lands
Department, men of unimpeachable charac-
ter who would not be guilty of misleading
the Government. What report did the Gov-
ernment act upon? 1 want to draw parti-
cular attention to this matter. I have al-

T do not ecare

ready shown that in 1910 the Mana-
cer of the Agricultural Bank gave a
definite promise that he wounld make

advances from the bhank to agrienltural
settlers if they took up an area large enongh.
The area decided upon was not less than
1,000 acres in the block. Each seftler must
have 1,000 acres hefore he could expeet te
receive assistance from the bank. That was
12 months hefore the Labour Government
came into office. When the Liabour Govern-
ment assumed office, we found that in the
meantime the Minister for Agriculture
{(Hon. ). Mitchell), Mr. Paterson, Mr.
Johnston, and  Professor Lowrie had
vigited that distriet. The Minister for
Agricnlture on  that visit should have
paid some attention to the country and
given some time to listening to what the
seitters whom he found there had to report.
Mark you, this was before the Labour Gov-
ernment came into office. He found settlers
there and he made promises to those settlers.
The Minister for Railways: 1 did not.
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Mr. WALKER: Why, yon said so in that
letter.

The Minister for Railways: Which letter?

Mr. Collier: He repudiates what he
writes.

Mr. WALKER: I know he does. He
went through that distriet just as a man
might who wanted an excuse for condemning
it.

Mr. Hudson; He was told by Professor
Lowrie to stop and do his duty, or the pro-
fessor would stay and he could go on.

The Minister for Railways: Mothing of
the sort.

Mr. WALKER: I have heard that state-
ment repeated more than once; but the Min-
ister denies this just as he denies much that

has been proved in the course of this debate.

1t would be stupid not to pay attention to
what every settler along the Jine reports re-
garding that notorious tirip dome in the
twinkling of an eve, and most of it, too, in
the night time.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
true. I was three days driving over the
country. You went throngh by mofor as
hard as yon could tear.

Mr. WALKER: T am not backing my
opinion against the opinion of experls on
this matter. 1 depend on the opinions of
those capable of forming a judgment, men
of experience. The late Surveyor General
was capable of forming a judgment, and he
did form a judgment. Those who were with
the Minister in a minority were capable of
forming an opinion and they formed one
differeat to Lhe hon, Minister himself as to
the value of the land they went through so
quickly and condemned. They were won-
derfully observant, capable of judging, they
were experienced in all gualities of soil; but
the Minister and those with him never dis-
covered any salt, never a grain of sali, I
remember that durine a debate in this
House, whilst this railway was under con-
sideration, the then Premier (Sir Newton
Moore apologised for the Minister for Agri-
culture.

The Minister for Railways: Nothing of
the sori.

AMr, WALKER: The Minister carmot deny
it. He can deny it, of course, but he cannot
remove my convietion of what I heard. I
was in the Chamber at the time and I
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heard the statement. The Premier apolo-
rised for the Minister and said it was noi
necessary for an expert to report, or for
people to live a long time in the disiriet in
order to tell the quality of the soil; they
could tell it by nofing the growth of the
trees. QOther members who were here at the
time will remember that that was the apol-
ogy made by the then Premier. The Min-
jster came back to Perth and condemned the
couniry—on what grounds? XNot that there
was salt in the soil, but that the soil would
not hold water.
The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. WALKER: That was the only argu-
ment, 1hat the country would not hold water,
the land was too porous, so mueh se that it
would not hold anything.

The Minister for Railways:
that?

Mr. WALKER: The manager of the
Agricultural Bank., You were with the
party. They came back to this House and
condemned thaf portion of the country be-
cause they wanted to relieve the Agricultural
Bank of the responsibility of administration
of affairs in that distant territory.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. WALKER: That is the fact. Does
not the hon. member remember in speeches
delivered here the argument was used re-
peatedly that the land would not hold water,
thal dams could not be constructed as the
country was so porous. What are the facts?
There are dams there to-day holding as well
as dams consirncted in any part of the wheat
country, and there is less loss except by
evaporation. The land is good holding. Tt
was another falsehood bowled ont, and ihen
what? Relying on that argument being the
only one against the railwav, that the coun-
try would not hold water, the Lahour Gev-
ernment resclved fo assist those settlers
whom we found there. and who were there
when we tock offiee. Wea resolved to recon-
mend the railway o Parliament.

The Minister for Railways: Who tested
the holding ecapaeity? We did: I never
doubted it.

Mr. WALKER: Granfed your Govern-
ment fested the holding capacity; but that
was the excuse against the railway, that the
conntry would nol hold water. -

Who said



232

The Minister for Railways: By whom?
Mr, WALKER: By those in power before
the Labour Government came into offiee,

Mr. Green: The Premier made that state-
ment repeatedly.

Mr. WALKER: I know he did. T am
surprised. I begin to doubt whether I am
among men of inlelligence or in some com-
monplace hotel debating club. What hap-
pened then? Our Government resolved that
the settlers in the Esperance district should
be trealed on a par with settlers in other
parls of the country.  Surely there was
nothing wrong in that!  Surcly they de-
served some consideration for their great
hearts, their strong character, in going out
into the wilderness so far away from estab-
lished settlemeni?  Surely they deserved
some recognition—and we resolved to give
it. We recommended the railway and we
got it; then we recommended there should
be assistance rendered through the Agricnl-
tural Bank. . It was then, at the last moment
almost before our going out of office, that
the Agricultural Bank sent down three men
to make an investigation. It was no longer
any question as lo the water holding capa-
eity of the soil. The question new was
the quality of the soil in general
Those officers were Mr. Cook, of the
Agrieultural Bank, Mr. Richardson and
Mr. Hewhy. Then, for the first time,
those men came back and made a report that
the erops in the lisperance district had been
a failure, that the yields had not been what
had been expected and what should be ex-
pected, that in short such a yield year by
year would not warrant any expenditure by
way of advances to farmers. That might be
all right if the applieation of the prineiple
was general.  lEvery hon. member knows
that for the last two years in every portion
of the Siate we have had unsatisfactory
harvests. There are two or three hundred
acres in one patch alone on my property
from which we did not get a grain of wheat.
Other settlers all around me were in like
position, although at the beginning of the
year hy the abundance of moisture we had
a prospect of a prolific harvest. Would we
be justified in for ever condemning that
portion of the State by stopping railway
construetion immediately because of that?

[ASSEMBLY.]

T ask why treat Esperance differently from
what you do other portions of the State?
There were other erops which were complete
failures. The year 1914 was absolule dis-
aster all over this State; not in one
portion only but in every wheat-growing
seetion of this State there was lamentable
slump, and in some cases a complete failure.
Are we to stop all public works, close up
every railway and condemn the whole of our
State on that ground{ But that was the
prineiple applied by the hon. member who
has charge of the Public Works Department.

Mr. Allen: What about previous years?

Mr. WALKER: We had a sueccession of
bad seasons as the hon member well knows.
1911 was a failure, 1912 a partial failure,
1914 a complete failure, and 1915 a partial
failure all over the State, Are we then fo
stop all onr efforts in consequence of that?
Would the hon. member go upon the report
of those three men whose object was to ae-
count for the bad harvest, who were trying
to find an exeuse for non-intervention by the
Bank. The bank did not want the work., 1t
lktad its hands full with the settlers in other
portions of the State. There are farms
upon farms everywhere deserted af the pres-
ent time, and if it were not that the Govern-
ment has come to the assistance of the farm-
ers—our Government as well as others have
helped the farmers in the late bad seasons—
if it were nob for that, I say, many more
farms in the whole of the wheat growing
distriets would have been deserted before
this. Did they give anything to Esperance?
The help given was given in a bungling and
erratic fashion. We had to work with an
organisation that was unsympathetic to-
wards that part of the State. Apart from
everything else there are only twe years of
failures that hon. members opposite are re-
lying upon, and bhose two years of failures
were failures more or less everywhere. Yet
on that they try to conjure up an excuse for
refusing the assistance of the bank, and
then they jump at the conclusion that it is
essential to stop the work. Why9 Because
it was the work in the constituency of an
opponent of the present Government.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.
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Mr. WALKER: Undoubtedly. What
grounds had the hon, member, then, for stop-
ping the work? :

The Minister for Works: You will know
in good time. :

Mr. WALKER: An efernity twice over
would be required. The Minister for Works
stopped the work with an impetuous and
mad rush, as if he had been stung all bis life
by bees,

The Minister for Works: 1 was stung once
very badly.

Mr. WALKER: And Y have no doubt ihe
effeets are there still. The Minister had
nothing on which to stop that work except
the report of those three men, the representa-
tives of the same institution that had pre-
viously condemned that country falsely. At
first the bank authorities condemned the
country beeause of the wafer. Now they
had to find another excuse. This time they
found salt. They did not find salt, but they
had to get hold of Mr. Mann's report on the
file, overlooking everything that had been
said in support of the line.  But they
dropped across the analysis of the soils by
Mr. Mann. What was that analysis? This
was all that was found by the Minisler and
the Government, marvellous paragons of
judgment and diseretion—

The soils throughout are deficient 1n
phosphoric acid, and like most of the soils
of Western Australia, phosphatic manur-
ing will be required to be a standard por-
tion of soil treatment. Samples 1 to 3, 7
fo 10, 12, 15, 18, 20, 21, 23 to 28—that is
18 out of 30 samples—exhibit an amount
of salt which is in excess of that gener-
ally Iaid down as the standard of fertile
soil, namely .05 per cent.,, and ihis is a
somewhat serious feature in the soil.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: Who selected the sam-

ples?

Mr. WALKER: They may have been
taken from all paris of the salt lakes in the
distriet. This was quoted by the Premier
but what follows was never guoted by the
Premier or the Minister for Agriculiure and
never gooted by the Minister for Works, Tt
is a considerable modification from the pen
of Mr. Mann himself.

Mr. Collier: They stopped dead in the mid-
dle of a paragraph.
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Mr. WALKER: Yes, and that was suf-
ficient lo condemn the railway. Mr. Mann
goes on—

It bhad to be remembered, however, that
1hese were all virgin lands whieh had not
heen cultivated, and perhaps the salt might
have become unusually concenirated on the
surface of the soil, and with drainage and
cultivation be sufficiently removed as to
be no danger to the crop.

Mr. Munsie: Why did they not publish the
whole of that statement?

Mr. WALKER: These are the methods
used, not 1o crush the representatives of the
last Government, but to crush a very hig
poriion of 1he State and, inferentially,
to damage the whole of the State
itself. Could anything be more contemptible
from men occupying the high and dignified
positions of Ministers of the Crown to so
lend themselves for the sake of political re-
venge to misquote from a report in the way
that they have done. It is to me astounding.
If one did not meet with these facts in actunal
life, it would be difficnlt to credit them. Here
we have the suppression of one-half of Mr.
Mann’s report. Did the Minister for Works
have that in his possession when he stopped
the construction of the line?  Surely to
goodness this is no warrant for stepping an
important public work. But let me show
hon. members further the unfairness of the
Government towards the sperance district.
Thev accused us—-and it went the rounds of
the Press, and every Liberal journal in the
State copied it—-that we deliberately sup-
pressed these facts. Mr. Mann bimself ad-
mits that there are different estimates as to
the capacity of the soils to carry salts. He
admils that here are anthorities holding other
opinions as to the exact degree of salt in the
soil which vegetation will stand. This ad-
mission was suppressed by the Government.
But we are aceused of suppression.
Hon. members may think it is a glorious
triumph to use these tactics to attain to
power to accuse peaple of the crime of
which they themselves are most guilty,
Such a thing is an act either of eowardice
or of something worse. There has been no
suppression of faets on this matter on the
part of the Lahour Government.

The Minister for Railways: TYoun never
suppressed anything.
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Mr. WALKER: I will admit that the
only temptation I ever had to suppress any-
thing was to suppress the hon. merober, but
unfortunately the fates have been against
me, From the very days these reports were
received ihey were put upon the Table of
the House and they were on the Table during
the progress of all the debates on the Esper-
ance raifway qmestion. They were on the
Table not only of this House but also on
the Table of the other Homnse. During the
debate in the Legislative Council the then
Colonial Secretary gave a report of bis own
personal inspeetion of the country, and he is
by no means inexperienced on such matters,
and he also gave all the evidence up to the
point available, pro and con. He also bad
in the vestibule of that Chamber the whole
of the =samples which were referred to. All
the samples analysed by Mr. Mann were
there. Can hon. members credit, after hav-
ing taken these extreme pains to give the
facts that we shounld be accused of suppres-
sion? We are accused only for pol-
itical ends and by contemptible melhods,

I say, too, that the evidence of JMr.
Mann himself 15 such that it shows
the poor menial onlibre of the repre-

sentatives of the Agrieultural Bank, wheo
gave the report, when they had to rely upon
one portion of Mr. Mann’s statement to con-
demn that part of the State, and to deliber-
ately suppress the other. When the Minister
for Works took his drastic and erratic
COUrSe— .

The Minister for Works: There was
nothing erratic about it; it was intensely
business-like.

Mr. WALKER:
ratie.

The Minister for Works: 1 can start it
again as soon as | get the word to do so.

Mr. WALKER: T advise the Minister
for Works and the Attorney General to run
in double harness.

The Minister for Works:
make a good pair.

Mr. WALKER: Undoubtedly. The hon.
member’s vanity is marvellons. If he was
taken at his own estimation the world could
not buy him. He is all brag and empiy boast.
Let him be judged by his work and not his
speech. What he did at Esperance was the
work of a madman not of a genius. Here

Bee-like and moest er-

We would
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is what aun officer (Mr. O’Brien) says, and
this, too, is on the file—

The conclusions I arrive at from ihe
above are—the quantity of salt in our seil
samples compares favourably with *“the
limit of endurance for wheat” given by
the American authorities, and a few
samples are down to and below the stand-
ard adopted by the Government Analyst,
Mr. Mann. To this must be added the
fact that hay and some wheal bave been
grown on the mallee belt.

1f salt were there it could nol grow.

In salty soils so much depends on the quan-

tity of moisfure and other conditions that

it seems to he impossible for anyone to say
how much salt between .03 per cent. and

.05 per cent. wheat will stand in different

parts of our agricultural areas.

This was what Mr. O’Brien had fo say on
ihe subject.

Mr. Collier: He is a better authority on
this subject than Mr. Mann.

Mr. Munsie: Mr. Mann does not say
there is too much salt there to grow wheat.

Mr. WALKER: T have a report sent to
me to-day by the kindness of the Minister.

Mr. Munsie: A reporter in the office to
get the information.

Mr. WALKER: This was sent to me to-
day and is from Mr. Sutton. If I bad been
called upon specially to exercise my auth-
ority to permit to go on or to stop import-
ant public work affeeling so many lives and
destinies of people as this railway in Esper-
ance, I should have consulted the best auth-
orities available in Perth itself hefore T took
action.

Mr. Collier:
such advice.

My, WALKER: Yes, and who are ex-
perts capable, or should be eapable, of giv-
ing advice.

Mr, Collier: But they ealled in a political
supporter from Northam.

Mr. WALKER : Here is what Mr, Sutton
SHyS—

There is evidently a very firm belief
that the disappointing results obtained by
the seltlers during the past four years are
due to the injurious quantity of salt in ihe
sail. Though it is possible that the failures
may be due to fthis cause, yet I personally
am not at all convinced that such is the

Men whom they pay for
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cage, for the evidence supporting it is oo
meagre. Such a conclusion is based upon
the assumption that soils containing more
than .05 per cent. of sall arc infertile. 1t
is, however, by no means certain that such

a conclusion is the eorrect vne, and it is

upon this point that 1 wished to eonsult

Professor Paterson, because of his special

knowledge of soil chemislry. He has con-

lirmed my opinion that to fix a standard
of .05 per cent. as being the limil of en-
durance for cultivated plants is an arbi-
trary and unsatisfaetory one to lake.
T'here is nothing in that by which to con-
demn this side of the House and for the
Government to exult upon their perspicacity.

Br. Collier: That is the wheat expert em-
ploved by the Government,

Mr. WALKER: Mr. Sutton goes on—

He informs e that an American in-
" vestigator has found that it is only when
soluble salts present in the soil are in the
form of carbonates that .05 per cent. is
the limit of endurance, when soluble salts
are in these forms, that is chlorides, the
the limit of endurance; when soluble salis
high as .25 per cent.

There is ro quotation of that by the Minis-
lers.

Mr. Collier: Noft a word.

Mr. WALKER: Tt is all suppressed., The
publie has been given none of this.

The Minister for Railways: You knew
vour files well.

Mr. WALKER: All that is in favour of
Esperance is deliberately put out of sight,
a mutilated guotation of Mr. Mann’s is given
to the publie, and we arve aceused of sup-
pression of faets.

Mr. Collier: On the eve of election, too.

Mr. WALKER: These are noble tacties.

Mr. Munsie: This is as near to the trath
as they are eapable of getting.

Mr. WALKER: Mr. Sotton says—

In the analyses under discussion the
salts are calculated as chlorides, not as
carbonates. Tt is therefore ohvious that
the standard of .05 per cent. 15 not a reas-
onable one, and is an unsatisfactory basis
for such a belief as the one referred to.
The Minister for Railways: What date is

that?

Mr. WALKER : The 4th August, 1916.
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Mr. Angwin: Cooke's report was referred
to Mr. Sulon.

Mr. Collier: You had it at the time you
stopped the line.

Mr. WALKER: They could have got il
They had Professor Paterson, Mr. Sautton,
the Commissioner, and other authorities who
knew their subject.

The Minister for Railways; Mr. Sutton is
not a chemist.

Mr, Collier: Are you going to deprecate
Mr. Sutton’s qualifications?

Mr. WALKER: They would condemn
anything. They would damn the Esperance
railway wilh anylhing, There is ro getiing
over this statement. The hon. member can-
not answer it.

The Minister for Railways: Could I not?
we will see.

My, WALKER: Mr. Mann says—

Evidence that lhe erop failures are not
due to the presence of salt, is furnished
by the fact that the erops at the 30-Mile
are just as poor as those at Grass Paich
where the rainfall is lower, and in conse-
guence where salt is likely to be more
prevalent, and also by the fact that an ap-
plication of superphosphate makes a
marked improvement in the crop.

These are stalemenls upon fact.

The Attorney General: The leader of the
Opposition said they had no fertilisers,

Mr, WALKER : They have not had a fair
supply of fertilisers. Some of the men have
heen shamefully treated, Take the case of
My. Townsend, and he is not the only one
who has been badly treated in this respect.
The quotation I am giving goes on—

My observation and experience indicate
that the discouraging results are just as,
or more likely, due to one or more of the
the following facts: 1. Unsuitable and
primitive methods of enltivation.

He puts that first and T stand by it. I know
their methods are not up to date, and that in
itself is quite sufficient to explain the pau-
cilv of the crop returns. Then he con-
tinues—

2, Unsatisfactory sequence of the rain-
fall.

The third reason he gives is another im-
portant explanation. It is quite sufficient to
account for any failure of the crops. It
is—
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3. Defective clearing mallee shoots, and

4, poverty of the soil.

The Minister for Works: It looks as if
the wrong class of man has been sent down
there.

Mr. WALKER: There may be wrong
classes of men there as there are in other
paris of the State. There are men who took
up farming who were not qualified for it,
but they have to buy their experience. There
are some men on the Ministerial benches who
have had some experience in that respect.
But that is no ground for condemning it.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. WALKER: Then why does the hon.
member condemn it on such slight evidence
as shown by the Agricultural Bank report?
This shiould be known about the distriel—re-
mote from every poszible markets, miles and
miles away from railways, right out in the
bush, and the worst kind of bush in a malee
seruby, these people are seeking to carve out
their homes.  Anyone who knows abyiling
about the mallee country knows ¢his :
that it is not a poor man’s country,
{hal it reguires & very stout heart to
battle against the diffieulties of nature,
more so than in any other portion
of the State. Tt is not a matter of culting
down a few bits of scrub, and clearing,
leaning serub against trees and watching it
burn. It is a ease of getting rid of these
roots of mallee in the soil which stick there
after the fire has passed over and then start
up in growth as prolific almost as if the
original growth had not been touched. It
was in this eountry amid these mallee roots,
without the neeessary implements of agri-
culture to stir the soil that these men had to
make their experiments towards getting a
erop. Can we wonder that there was a fail-
ure? Could we expect a prolific harvest?

Mr. Hardwiek: Too much salt.

Mr. WALKER: Too mueh stupidity over
there. These interjections have no value to a
debate which has the interests of the Siate
involved in it. Can we expect other results
than these? Here it is admitted by the agri-
cultural expert, the Commissioner for the
Wheat Belt, that the land is improved by the
application of phosphates. But these settlers
have not been able to obtain them. Ten or
eleven pounds a ton it costs for delivery and
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the farmers have had to go a two days’
journey in order to get a small supply. I
know farmers, and Mr. Townsend was one
of them, who went on the promise sent
by wire and by letter, that the fertiliser
would be in Norseman for delivery at a
certain dote. They went out, but there was
no fertiliser there. They went again a fort-
night later and still there was no fertiliser
there. A third and fourih time they went,
but there was no fertiliser there.

Member: When was this?

Mr. WALKER: Recenily,

Member: What about the Tndustries As-
sistance Board?

Mr. WALKER: Netlher the Agricultural
Bank nor the Industries Assistance Board
has ever shown any sympathy for the Es-
perance land, they have never paid more
than the slightesi atlenfion to that portion of
the State. The people there were forzotten,
their hearts were broken; and the last and
final stroke was when the Minister for Works
stopped the eonstruelion of the railway for
party political purposes and no other.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort,

Mr. WALKER: The whole of this file
shows that the reason given was merely a
fallacy and an execuse.

The Minister for Works: There was no
party puarpose in it at all.

Mr. WALKER: The file shows it was
fallacy and excuses upon which he acted.

Member: They would have heen better
off if they had never gone there.

Mr. WALKER: Never mind how much
betier or worse off they might lrave been;
the railway was started, and if there was
any doubt, inquiry eould have been made
and it wonld have been removed. What
is the position now?  The Government
is acting merely upon doubi. They will
probably say, “It is all right, we are only
going to have an inguiry.” TInauiry here,
there and everywhere. That is the whole of
the Government policy, they sbunt their re-
sponsihilities.

Member: That is only what a busipess
man would do.

Mr. WALKER: If every business man
delegated all his responsibility to irrespon-
sible committees, econferences and delegates,
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where would he end? That is not ihe way
business men aet. They look to the facts
and themselves take the responsibility; they
do not pass their responsibilities on to
others. The present Government accepts no
responsibility. They stopped Lhis work be-
fore making inquiry. With the material on
hand they eould have carried the line at any
rate as far as Gibson’s Soak, or perhaps a
little further.

The Minister for Works: We had 10 miles
of railg and 17 miles of sleepers.

Mr. WALKER: You could have gone as
far as Gibson’s Soak with the material on
hand: bul inslead of going on with the eon-
struetion, as could have been done even
while the inguiry was proceeding, they
stopred the work and one of the excuses is
that they have stacked nnd stored the ma-
terial. They dismissed all the workmen and
sent away all (heir officers; and if the work
is to be recommenced all that expenditure
has to be ineurred again.  Those are the
business men of |he Ministry in power! Tt
would have cost nothing more to have eon-
tinned the construetion of the railway pend-
ing inquiry as far as the material on the
spot wouldt have allowed consiruction. But
to have done this would not have given the
Government the opportunity of pointing at
(he Labour Government and saying, “What
horrible people those are, they suppressed
the facts about the salt in the so0il; see how
courageons we are to stop the line”

The Minister for Works: What would you
have done in the cireumstances?

Mr. WALKER: If T had deubt I should
have said I have no justificalion for stopping
a work that has been authorised after re-
peated investigation by Parliament itself. I
should have put in band construetion as
speedily as possible as far as the material on
hand would allow, and T would have insti-
tuted inquiry. )

The Minister for Works:
sponsibility,

Mr. WALKER: Of eourse you do. What
does it matter who suffers by it.

The Minister for Works: Not you.

Mr. WALKER: Nobody suffers bui the
people of Esperance, and they cannot hurt
the hon. member or any member of his Gov-

I take the re-
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ernment; they will noi cause the hon. mem-
her to lose bis sleep.

The Minister for Works: You need not
worry; they are not opposed to us.

Mr. WALKER: They are his political op-
ponents.

The Minister for Works: That is why you
sent one of them 1o see me.

Mr, WALKER: Mr. Speaker, I sent this
man 1o see the Minisler just as I would send
any other of my constiiuents.

The Alinister for Works: Why did you not
come yourself?

Mr. WALKER : The hon. member told me
that it was no use. Am 1 to waste my breath
when a Minisier lells me it is no use?

The Minister for Works: You told me you
had ancther engagement and asked me if I
would see the man by himself and I said yes.

Mr, WALKER: T tried to make another
appointment with him for myself alone. He
told me it would be no good. My time is too
valuable to waste on the hon. member. If
ihe hon. member is capable of reasoning, all
the evidence was before him, They lhad the
previous reports by the officers of the Agri-
cultural Bank who had made an investiga-
tion, that the land would not hold water.
Did  he inquire whether the water in the
dams was salt?7 1f there were salt in the soil
obviously ihe water would not be fresh.
Their own testimony denies Lheir action. The
water in the dams is fresh. So far as I am
concerned, it would not surprise me if they
did find a little salt in some portion of the
land. There is not a part of our country
free from salt. There is salt in parts all
over the Wheat Belt. Are there not portions
of the Wheat Belt which would not grow a
shrub because of the presence of salt in the
s0il7 Therc are miles on miles of country
hetween Kellerberrin and Northam and
further eastward where not a blale of grass
will grow, and not a shrub ean flourish be-
cause of salt.

Member: There is salt water running east
of Northam,

Mr, WALKER: Undoubtedly, On the
same grounds upon which the Minister for
Works stopped the construetion of this rail-
way he could shut wp the whole of the
Wheat Belt.

The Minister for Works interjected.
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Mr. WALKER: Thal remark is better
suiled to a lap-room than to a House of As-
sembly. T know country in the vicinity of
Quairading and Kunnunoppin—the member
for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) will know (that
district—where in the course of half a mile
you can get absolutely salt water and good
wheat vields.

Mr. Gardiner: You can get salt water al-
most anywhere on the sand plains,

Mr. WALKER: TUndoubtedly, you can
get salt water anywhere. And yet one part
of the country is hoosted by the Government
and another part is condemned for the same
reasons. I want to know what the Gov-
ernment is going to do, and wha{ the mem-
bers on the cross-benches intend. Will
they tolerate this invidious ireatment of
one portion of the State? 1 repeat that the
settlers in the Esperance district were in-
duced to go there on the strength of pro-
mises made as far back as 1910 and further.
Every Government which has been in power
induced people to go there; but immediately
the Labour Governmeni came into office we
fixed a reserve for seleelion along the whole
length of the proposed route for the rail-
way. Inside of that reserve we stopped
setilement. It is now proposed that we shall
have a ecommission. I interjected the other
evening that before this commission eom-
mences its work lhere should be added to it
an expert on seils and someone who knows
something abont mallee country. In my
opinion, il would not be inadvisable even if
the Government were o bring over from the
Wimmera or Pinneroo country, an expert
who knows something about mallee country
in Vietoria and South Australia similar to
thal of the Esperance distriet. I have here
an extract from a newspaper in the form
of a letter which T commend to the con-
sideration of the commission. Tt is headed
‘‘Bsperance lands,’’ and is signed ‘J. 8.
Crawford.’”? Mr. Crawford is a surveyor.
He says—

I notice that the exceutive of the Farm-
ers and Scttlers’ Association suggests that
the commission appointed to inguire into
this question should have as members an

_pgricultural expert and an analyst. These
additions may be necessary, but T should
have much morve confidence in the com-
mission’s report if its members comprised
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gentlemen with some knowledge of the
working of mallee lands in the Eastern
States in the earlier stages of settlement,
or if evidence concerning sneh were ob-
tained from old Victorians or South Aus-
tralians, As far as I know, there are only
a eouple of holders of lund at Esperance
who know the Wimmera lands thoroughly.
From an experience of the early settle-
ment of the Wimmera mallee, I am certain
that if the rainfall records of the Esper-
ance distriet are correct, the capability of
the Jand to grow wheat successfully when
feriilisers can be obtained at a reasonable
cost is beyond question. The reporied
salinity of the land is, 1 contend, not
borne out by the surface water, and is less
than in wmost of ithe Wimmera maliee,
where it was very diffienlt to get fresh
water in some districis. I am prepared to
give evidence on the subject before the .
commission, as I feel sure that up to the
present time the Ksperanee mallee has not
had a fair irial.

I conunend that letter to the ecommission and
suggest Turther that there should be on the
commission itself a representative of the
mallee country; that is one who knows some-
thing about the character of the soil in re-
gard to which the commission is to make in-
vestigation. When I asked the question the
other evening whether an expert and a mallee
settler were to be appoinled on the commis-
sion 1 was told no, that their place would be
to give evidence. Kverybody who knows
anylhing about commissions of  inquiry
shonld know what kind of evidence is to be
fooked for, and how that evidence is to
be obtained. A man who knows the
malice country would be of assistance.
I am not going to say one word against the
personal character of the members of the
conunission.  Mr. Dempsier T know to be
an up-right and honourable man, but T ques-
tion if he knows anything about mallee farmn-
ing, and he has to get the evidence out about
the mallee farming. How can that be done
unless there is someone on the commission
who is competent to ask questions on the
subject? With all due deference to the mem-
bers of the commission it is a faree, and
whether or no, there is no justifieation for
stopping the railway until they have made
their investization. The country that will
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grow rich maliee serub cannot be saline or
poverty stricken. Vegetation itself wonld
not grow there if the gonniry were as salt
as has been reported. Everything is present
to refute the statements of the Govern-
ment, yet the railway must stop as a pun-
ishment to the Labour party. The Gov-
ment must sneer at the constituency thai
has the temerity to elect a Labour represen-
tative.

My, Thomas: Do you think that is the
reason ¥

Mr. WAILKER:
reason ¥

My, Thomas: Surely polities have not
deseended to such a depth?

Mr. WALKER: In some parts of the
world politics are as low as the warfare of
the Huns.

Mr. Thowmas:
House, 1 hope.

Mr. WALKER : Furthermore, if the land
from Esperance to Norscmman were saturated
with salt so that everything was prevented
from growing, the railway itself wounld bhe
a necessity. Tt 18 part of ihe natural re-
quirements of the goldfields of this State.
Those great ventres of Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der and the ecentres further north have a
right to an easier approach to that part of
the coast. Moreover, for the purposes of
defence the line is necessary. We eannot
toresce what may happen afler the war is
over, There are other reasons hesides the
character of the soil for slopping the con-
struction of the line, and the action which
has been taken would not be tolerated in any
other part of the Commonwealth—the people
would be up in arms against isolation such
as that. The peopie down there have borne
their burden for many vears and trusted-to
the fulfilment of the promises made from
the days of Sir Jobn Forrest up to the pre-
sent time, Now the severest blow of all has
come. The suggestion has been made that
these people should bhe removed from that
part of the State and settled somewhere else
—a sort of suggestion that we are fo still
further deplete the population of that place
and o make it impossible for them to have
a voice in asking for the development of it.

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: An Aet of Parlia-
ment is worth nothing.

What else can be the

Not on this side of the
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Mr., WALKER: The authority of the
State, the command to build this railway,
has been irusirated by the fiat of a Minister
just new to office. TUnder these circumstances
I ask the Government whether they are go-
ing 1o reconsider their position—whether
they are going to keep that work hung up,
or whether they are going to complete it.
Shall T be put to the necessity of asking
every hon. member of this House to vote
honestly on this question?

The Minister for Works:
honesily before.

Mr. WALKER: But if it is a matier of
ousting the Government, they will prefer to
vote with the Uovernment in order to keep
them in and pot fight as they fought before
on this question. If there be no matter of
party polities in it, they may vote as they
previously voled, That would be what I
would call an honest vote—a vote not die-
tated by either party in the House. Thai
is (he kind of vote that T have a right fo ask
should be taken on this question. Will the
tovernment give me an opportunity of ob-
taining the direction of the House in regard
o this matter? Will the Minister for Works
allow thai course to be taken? .

The Minister for Works: I will give
yvou the faets.

Mr. WALKER: We know what the hon.
member’s facls are. The facts which I have
submitted cannot be disputed and 1 ask, upon
those facts, will the Government allow a vote
ta be laken without attaching to it any party
significance? Fvery hon. member should vote
as he feels on this subjeet.

The Mipister for Works: The Govern-
ment cannot stop them voting as they want
to on this fiestion.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member must
admit that he has done a deed which is reck-
less, daring and unprecedented in the his-
tory of Governmeni—a deed which was rash
and wanting in comioon sense.

The Minister for Works: I am sorry I do
not agree with you.

Mr. WALKER: A deed which s dam-
azing even to the eountry itself.

The Minister for Works: I do not admit
even that.

Mr. WALKER: A deed that will brand
him for ever as willing to saerifice a whole

They atl voted
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distriet in order that he might revel in a
few palitical puffs of pride.

The Minister for Works: Again I would
like to agree with you but cannot.

Mr. WALKER: The district 15 not a
small one. Its extent is over twoe million
acres. N

The Minister for Works: It will be treated
fairly.

Mr., WALKER: Yes, but when? From
to-night? From to-morrow or when?

My, Allen: You had five years in which
to treat i1t fairly.

Mr. WALKER: We iried to put them on
an eguality with others, We endeavoured to
put the settlers down there on the same
footing as the settlers elsewhere,

Mr. Smith: Why did you not build the
railway faster?

Mr, WALKER: We could not get the
material and we had to build the railways
in the order in which they were authorised
by Parliament. To delegate such an im-
portant question—a research of that kind
—to three men with special attainments,
means that Parliament eounts for nothing.
This has been done for politieal purposes.

The Minister for Works: It has not.

Mr. WALEKER: Then let us have an as-
strance.

The Minister for Works: Yes, when it is
necessary. :

Mr. WALKER: It is necessary now. The
people down there are suffering from the
action of the Government.

The Minister for Works:
opinion.

Mr. WALKER: That eountry has been
kept back and checked (oo long.

The Minister for Works: If you had not
squandered a million and a half they might
have had a better chance.

Mr. WALKER: So that is the exeuse
then, is 1t? H is not the soil now. The Gov-
ernment do not want to construclt that rail-
way so that they might build other works in
their own constituencies. I repeat what I
said at the commencement, that it is the re-
sult of that part of the State returning a
Labour supporter. The whole thing is a
glander on the State. It is a publication to
the world that we are farcing with our land
—that we are playing with the people’s des-
tiny. It is a method of falsely advertising

That is your
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to the world that we have an enor-
mous bulk of our country a desert
—that is is not fit for people to live
in, What the East said only a few years
ago that we have no land whatever in this
country fit for eultivation or farming—that
it is all sand, is now being supported by the
action of the present Government. That view
had been dissipated and we had shown by
actunal facts that it was not trne. Now from
our own citizens comes the accusation that
this crnormous area—practically a State in
itself—is useless and valueless as a waste,
and that it is fit merely for the habitation
of the dingo and the wild beast.

The MINISTER FQOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Mitchel—Northam) [9.15]: T have
listened (o the hon. member on this question
of Esperance lands for {he last four hours
and I venture to say that such an exhibition
las never before been made in this House.
If the hon. member had had a case of any
sort to put up he could have done it in Lhe
course of a few minntes. The building of
the line has been temporarily suspended be-
cause the Government found on the file a
report which -raises eonsiderable doubt as
to whether people can profitably live on the
mallee land of Esperance. The hon. member
knows that if this line is not to he bhuilt
eventually Parliament must be consulted and
the Act reseinded. And, representing this
distriet as he does, and knowing the selflers
there, he must know what their experiences
have heen, and whether or not their crops
have been profitable. He would have us
believe that the Esperance mallee land is
Western Auslralia. T may tell the hon. mem-
ber that T shall be delighted if we find that
the Esperance district is capable of being
profitably farmed. The belt of country ex-
tends, not only north and south, but east
and west for probably a couple of hundred
miles. If this [and is good we will certainly
open up a very large tract of country by
extending the railway east and west for over
60 miles.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: We heard this from
vou four years ago.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
And yowll hear it again to-might.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Why did vou stop
the railway?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
1 propose to show that the hon. member
who has just sat down has related scarcely
a single faet.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson: He read your min-
utes.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
may have misread them. I will show from

the files that Mr. Mann is the only scienlist

who has been consulted about this soil, the
only man eapable of expressing an opinion
on the snbject. He is a specialist, a chemist,
but Mr. Sniton is not. Mr. Mann was con-
sulted in 1912, and the Government in power
ever since then have never taken the trouble
to verify or refute his report. I will show
that of 128 samples of soil tested, 98 con-
tained more than .05 of salt. Mr. Mann
definitely asserted that this made the ques-
tion of settling these lands hazardous. In
1912 he recommended the making of experi-
ments with a view to testing the country, yet
the late (overnment, although so anxious
to settle this. portion of Western Australia,
did not acet upon that report.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The settlers are sat-
isfied.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
T am going to show that Mr. Mann’s report
was suppressed, deliberately suppressed by
order of a Minister.

Mr. Collier: Yon ecannot.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
I will show that the seltlers on the Esperance
land asked for it but did not get it. I will
show that it was determined that this infor-
mation shonld be kept confidential, and T will
show further that the crops grown in Esper-
ance have fully borne out Mr. Mann’s state-
menis in regard {o salt. Hon. members op-
posite have had authority to build the line
ever since early in January of 1915, not-
withstanding which they lave not built twe
miles of it.

Mr. Collier: You know perfectly well that
rails could not be obtained,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They have not built two miles of the line.
They have neglected this district all the time.
Will they tell me that if they had desired to
advance more money than was advanced they
could not have done 509 The member for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker) quoted largely from
Mr. O’Brien’s report. But Mr. O'Brien is not
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an authority on the subject. He is a skilful
engineer, but be does not pretend to do more
than eriticise Mr. Mann’s repor.

Mr. . D. Jobnson: Mr, Mann’s analyses
were right, but his conclusions were wrong.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Mr. O'Brien merely quotes a Californian au-
thority which he got from an encyclopedia.
Mr. O’Brien’s opinion ought not to weigh
with the House. No matter how clever an
engineer he may be, lie is no better qualified
to express an opinicn on the Esperance soils
than is any member of the Chamber.

Mr, W. D. Johnson: We would all prefer
his opinion to yours.

Mr. Collier: Mr. (/Brien is a thoroughly
capable officer.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
‘When these interjections cease

Mr. SPEAKER: There are too many in-
terjeciions altogeiher.

Mr, Collier: There was a long string of
interjections when the member for Kanowna
was speaking, but no notice was taken of
them.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Boulder
i1s noi Justified in making that remark. Tt
is a reflection on the Chair. If the member
for Kanowna had protested he would have
been protected. IE I were to suppress all
interjections, it-would be unfair to the House,
but membhers will realise that continuous in-
terjections are not eriticism. They merely
embarras the member addressing the Hounse
and confuse his remarks. If any member
asks for my protection he must have it.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The Minister did not
appeal.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, the Minister ap-
pealed twice, T do mot wish to prohibit in-
terjections, but I desire to give the hon.
member an opportunity of addressing the
House.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
I wish to know why a competent analyst was
not asked to either confirm or refute the
statement made by Mr. Mann. It is useless
to submit to other than an expert a guestion
which is essentially one for an expert. Mr.
Mann, a frained analyst, had these soils sent
up by Inspector Middleton, and tested them
himself.

Mr. Hickmott: Does vegetation, frees,
bushes and the like, grow on the land?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes; mallee grows on the land.

Mr. Hickmott: Then wheat will grow.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This land crops very poorly. The hon. mew-
ber knows that trees will grow on land that
is too salt for crops.

The Premier: The hon. member must know
also Lhat some vegetation grows in the sea.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Mp. Mann, in his report, said that the land
was rich in humus, very good in lime, good
in potash, but poor in niirogen, and that ils
ereat fault was that it had too mueh salt.
[t land rich in these plant foods were not

{roubled with salt, or something of the sort,

we ghould have a very much better crop from
it.  Out of 30 samples 18 contained a guan-
tity of sult which Mr. Mann said was In
excess of that laid down in the standard of
fertile soil. He said further that he had
tested 128 samples, of which 98 contained
salt above the limit of safety, whilst only
32 were below the standard, He sad also
that he tested the subsoil with the same re-
sult, and that these results confirmed his
suspicion that the country generally is salt.
Mr., Mann was very definite in all those
statements.

Mr. Gardiner: I seem to remember that
Mr. Mann was very definite when he went
Home to revoluiionise whisky distiliation.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Mr.
Mann said that the standard which he ad-
opted, namely, .05, was the same as that
nsed in some of the Bastern States, und had
lieen generally confirmed by the experience
lie was able to gather in this State, and
also by some experiments conducled a few
vears ago. IHe said it was true the experi-
ments were not as complete as he could have
wished, but that it was surprising in a coun-
try such as Western Australia, where salt is
an important factor, definite steps had not
been laken by the Department of Agrienl-
ture to confirm results. That was in 1912,
and we do not know the result even to-day.
My. Maun said there was every reason to be-
Tieve that .05 was a reasonable standard, and
remarked that although it varied very con-
siderably from otbers to which Le had re-
ferred, those others, in many instances, had
heen framed in couniries having a much
greater rainfall than our own, and having
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that rainfall spread over a greater portion:
of the year. He urged that a low standard
must be adopted here owing to the long dry
summer, which would lead to the concentra-
tion of the salt in the surface layers of the
soil. He repeated that the settlement of the
Iizperance land must be considered hazard-
ous, unless its adaptability for wheat grow-
ing was proved. No one has disputed the
correciness of Mr. Mann’s analyses. Tndeed
ne one could do so, for the simple reason
that no ene with suificient experience to make
the test has ever been consuited. We are
dealing with half a million of money in this
light fashion, but as responsible men let us
take the opinion of the only man who has
been consnlted. I am just as anxious as any
member of this House to see the railway
butlt if this land will grow wheat.

Mr. Underwood: None of it will
wleal.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am also anxious to see that these men are
not kept on the land if they cannot make a
living upon it.

Mr, Underwood: What does Mr. Sutton
say?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Iff
they had come to me and I had been in the
position of Ministers in 1912 T should bhave
had these experimental tests made as was
suggested. Ministers neglected their duty
over all ihese years, and allowed the people
who are down there to go on with their work
believing that the ‘eountry would grow
crops, although Mr. Mann says very de-
finitely that it is very daubtful whether they
will or not. No matter what late Ministers
may say about making this report publiec T
say that no member of the House knew of
Mr. Mann’s report being made at the time.
It was clearly the duty of Ministers to have
brought ihis report before the House, and
niembers should bave been told that Aly,
Mann had put in this report.

Mr. Green: I read it on the Table of the
House myself.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the hon, member did so he should have in-
formed other members.

Mpr, Green: There was plenty of
there to refer to.

The MINTISTER FOR RAILWAYS: His
duty was neglected. He allowed ns 1o faee

grow

stuff’
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ihe gaestion of building the line, knowing
that there was considerable doubt as to whe-
ther the land would be good or not.

My, Green: Mr. Sutton’s testimony upsels
that,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
it does not.

Mr. Green: He is an autherity as an agri-
culturist. The other man is not.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: M.
Sutton is a pood practical agriculturist, but
at Mr. Mann’s work Mr, Sutton is ne good
at all.

Mr. Gardiner: Mr. Suatton would know
how much salt wheat would stand under cer-
1ain conditions.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
1 wilt show the result of the fests which have
heen made. 1 wish the House to know all
ihat there is 1o know.

Mr. Angwin: You expected us to read
through all these papers.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member wishes to attach blame to mem-
bers because they did not read through all
these papers. The House has a right to ex-
pect to be informed upou all that which
members know regarding every proposal for
the expenditure of money, particularly in
conneclion with the building of railways.
The responsibility was with Ministers, and
thiey should have informed hon. members.

Mr. Angwin: They were informed.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
They were not,

Mr. Munsie: The Colonial Secretary in
another place vead Mr. Manu’s report to the
tHouse.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
veport was dated 17th June, 1912. On the
Sth August, 1912, the secrefary of the Gold-
fields Esperance Land TLeague wrote to the
Minister for Lands as follows:—

I have been asked at a meeting of the
ahove league to request that you have sent
{for publication) to the League, any re-
ports of your officers recently obtained in
connection with the Esperance and Fitz-
gerald distriets, the results of analyses of
soils, or anyihing of interest for publica-
tion.

They evidently were suspicipus. What hap-

peoed to that request? Hon. T. H. Bath
minutes to the Under Secretary:—
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Will you please ask the Commissioner
for the Wheat Belt whether it would be
atlvisable to make known the information
regarding the analyses of soils in these
distriets at the present juncture.

Mr, MeNulty says to Mr., Sutton—
Will you please express your views?
Mr. Sution replies—

Please inform the hon. the Minister
that I think it would be better if full re-
ports could be made available.

Me. Mann’s report is full enough, in all
vonscience. Mr. McNulty then writes—

I heard incidentally yesterday that the
Mines Department officials have submitted
tv the Minister for Mines some voluminous
informaiion concerning the Esperance dis-
iriet and its agrieultural possibilities from
a water snpply and other standpoints.
This, [ understand, is regarded as econfi-
dential, and ihat this is in the hands of
hon. AMr, Collier. I would suggest that ne-
thing of the matter on this file be pub-
lished in the tneantime, and that a copy of
the above report should be obtained for
the information of this Department.

Mr. Bath then says—

I will speak to the hon. Mr. Collier on
the mafiter.

Mr. McNulty writes again to the Minister
for Agricullure—

As soon as you deem it advisable to make
these reports available, I think Mr. Sut-
ton should be given an opportunity to
digest them.

The Minister for Mines again is written to.
I do not know if he is Acting Premier or
nof—

Have you reports in hand as mentioned
on previous page? If so I would be glad
if you couid see your way clear to make
them available for perusal,

Mr. Collier replies to the Minister
Lands— -
Reports herewith. I think the informa-
tion shonld he regarded as confidential for
the time being.
It has veally been kept from the publie nn-
til now.

Mr, Taylor: When was that?

Mr. Angwin: In June, 1912,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: This
deals with matters relating fto what oc-
curred from the time when the application

for
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was made by the League for Mr, Mann’s
report.

Mr. Taylor: When was the first time
that the report was presented?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Mr.
Collier’s report is dated 27th September,
1912. To most men it wounld appear strange
that all this time has been allowed to elapse
without the slightest attempt at an experi-
ment upon the eountry, and that men have
heen allowed to go on all this time without
being told that this report exists. T have
here some interesting figures.

My, Taylor: Do you believe that the set-
tlers did not know of the existence of that
reporl ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am sure the hon. member did not know.

Mr. Taylor: I did not.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Then
how eould he expect selectors to know? This
distriet has been helped to the extent of
£14,000 hy the Agricultura)l Bank, and the
Seed Wheat Board, This money has been
advanced for clearing, seed wheat, super-
phosphate, and for various ather purposes.
1 have here a report that will interest Lon.
members very much indeed. It shows that
although the Government have not made
experiments, experiments of qnite a satis-
factory character have been made by the
farmers themselves, and I will show with
what result. We were told by the member
for Kanowna (Mr, Walker} to-night that
the Jand had been badly worked. I have
here reports from the bank inspector of the
district, Mr, White. I will read this, as I
think it is advisable the public should know
of it—

The 1912 ¢rop was in the greater num-
ber of cases drilled in on land which
had bheen previously cultivated with a
light ‘dise eultivatar. Subsequently most
of the crop was put in on land which
had been ploughed, whether treated as
fallow, or simply ploughed up and put
in.  Most of the fallow and ploughing
menerally was done at a shallow depth,
say from three inches to four inches. Up
till 1914 very little cultivation was done on
the ploughed or fallowed land prior to
seeding. After this year (1914) most of
the fallow land was well worked. In

well
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1914, practically one half the crop was
sown on fallow land, In 1915 nearly 25
per cent. was put in on fallow. In eases
where the dise cultivating plough was nsed
to fallow the land, and it was afterwards
cross-ploughed with the same implement,
rather better results were obtained.
Then he refers to the sucker trouble. He
says that the land has been fallowed and
worlied "under the most approved
method. In nearly all eases superphos-
phate had been used to the extent of 50 to
60 pounds per acre. We were told hy the
member for anowna that fertilisers were
not used. Let us see what the result of all
this has been. In 1912 the yield was 4
bushels 15lbs. of wheat, 7 cwt. 37 lbs. of
hay, In 1913-14 4.6 bushels of wheat, &
cwt. 12 lbs. of hay. In 1914-15 2.75 bushels
of wheat, 5.22 ewt. of hay. In 1915-6 they
had 6 to 7 bushels of wheat and half » ton
of hay. This resuit was achieved with some
of the land fallowed and practically the
whole of it fertilised. Here are tables
showing the crops for the years 1912 to
1915 inelusive. This is upon land which
bas heen followed and worked and fer-
tilised.  Will hon. members bear that in
mind? Although the country has not made
experiments, experiments have been made.
This information should have heen given
to the House when the Railway Bill was
submitted. Hon. members voted because
they did not know the position. In 1915
the area stripped in one case was 30 acres
and the result was 90 bushels. Then we
have 40 acres for 120 bushels, 35 acres for
500 bushels, which was apparently the best
ever grown. Then we have 10 bushels to
the aere from 53 acres, where the ground
was well worked and well fertilised.

Mr. Taylor: On the new areas?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: On
the mallee belt,

Mr. Angwin: The report came in in 1915.
It should have been introduced, here pre-
viously.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Here are more figures. Thirty five acres
produced 14 bushels to the acre, 53 acres
produced 10, 80 acres produced 12, 90
acres produced 4, 26 aeres produced 2, 86
acres produced 5, 75 aeres produced 5, 73
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produced 4, 140 produced 7%, 60 produced
4, 100 prodoced 7v5, 150 produced 5%, 77
produced 6, 60 produced 4, 145 prouced 5%,
and 70 produced 9. I would like hon. mem-
bers to realise that this is the fourth crop
sown on this land, aod that the inspector’s
veport pointed out that at least a fourth of
the land was well worked and fallowed and
practically the whole of it was sown with
fertiliser. Ministers knew this when they
made their statement. \When the leader of
the Opposition spoke he must have konown
this, and the member for Kanowna must
have known it, because the late Govern-
ment advanced for fertiliser and seed. 1
have no wish to deceive the House or even
endeavour to sway the opinion of the
House undunly. I wish the House to know
what the position is, and I think every
member will agree that this is the correct
attitude for the Government to fake up.

Mr. Tayior: Youn do not always do that,
though.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
So far as we have information, we always
give it fairly and honourably to the House.
It would be an unworthy Minister whe would
suppress information. Going back to 1912,
it will be seen thal returns are down lo three
bushels, with one of nine bushels. The erops
were very bad indeed. It has heen said that
certain pastoralists want this land for stock;
but evervbody knows that there is not a ves-
tize of grass, and never has been, in this
mallee country except when the tand has been
improved. Even at Grasspatch, which is a
favoured area, there are few milking cows
and very few sheep.

Mr. Taylor: How did Grasspateb get its
name?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It 1s the grass patch of the distriet. T ask,
m view of Mr. Mann’s report, in view of the
fact that the test has been made by the farm-
ers and the land found wanting, was"it not
the duty of the Government io hold up the
consiroction of the railway pending further
inquiry?

Mr. Hickmotf: In the Eastern States there
are tens of thousands of seres which bave
not given greater returns than these. I have
been in the mallee myself for vears. I can
prove my statement as to returns by scores
of people in this State.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
But even the interjector will not say that
if one cannot do better than has been done
in the Esperance district one should go on
farming in that area.

Mr, Angwin: Most of those years quoted
have beer bad years.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The mallee country of the Eastern States, so
far as I know it, is much heavier than the
mallee couniry here,

Mr. Hickmott: For 10 years my average in
the mallee country was not more than 4%
bushels to the acre.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I do not think the hon. member will argue
thal railways ean be constructed in country
whose production is not greater than I have
shown. At any rate, it is the duty of the
Government to let the House know what the
position is regarding the iand before pro-
ceeding with the railway. The expenditure
on the railway would be large, and a good
deal of money would have to be spent on
the port. The amount involved is prac-
{ieally half a million of money, and we are
also dealing wilh the lives of some farmers.
There were 64 farmers in the Esperance dis-
trict; there are now 23; but they have to be
considered. If the returns are as shown by
the figures in these reports, we have no right
to keep those farmers there.

Mz, Green: You have always been azainst
this railway.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
I have always bheen pcrfecll}; honest in my
opposition, and I am endeavouring to be
perfeclly honest and fair to-might.

Mr. Green: You opposed the Esperance
railway at Northam beeause its construction
meant opening another port.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If T were as petty-minded as the hon. mem-
ber, I might have such thoughts. However,
I certainly went to see the distriet with an
open mind, so far as the land is concerned.
I say unhesitatingly to-night that if it is a
question of diverting the trade of the distriet
from Western Australia to South Australia,
I am not going to throw away any Western
Australian trade. If the member for Kal-
goorlie {Mr. Green} is willing to throw
away the trade, if he is willing to deprive
men here of work in order to give that work
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io men in the Eastern States, let him do it. I
will not do it.

Mr. Green: Now you are showing your
nature.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Let me come to this report. Every step the
Government take is misrepresented. We
have appointed a Royal Commission to in-
quire into the Esperance lands. What else
could we do, in all the cirecumstances? We
have selected Mr. Dempster, of Iisperance,
who is known to he favourable to the con-
struction of the railway.

Mr. Munsie: And has also publicly ex-
pressed an opinion against it.

"The
That is a bare asserlion, and I will veature
to take the liberty of saying I do not believe
it..

My, Munsie: T do not care whether you
believe it or not. It is a faet, all the same.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Here is a letter from Mr. Dempster, dated
Esperance, 13th Alay, 1912, published in
the West Australian of the 21st May, 1012,
In tlis letter Mr. Dempsier Lakes Mr, Mar-
wick, Mr. Lynn, and Mr. Sommers to rask
for having publicly expressed opinions ad-
verse to the Esperance railway, He declar:s
emphatically for it in this letter. ’

Mr. Green: \What does he say?

The MINISTER FOR RAILY A¥YS:
It is a miserable thing to be 4 House
where members will doubt ops™. word. Af
this late hour,l am not "'/_.posed lo read
the whole of the letter.

The Premier: Oh, read it.

Mr. Green: Read the whole of it. Do
not read it as you read Mr, Mann’s report.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
As regards Mr. Mann’s report, I did not
read the signature, nor the few intreductory
words; but I read every word of imporiance.
The hon. member interjecting can himself
read the lof. I protest against (he hon.
member’'s sugwestion. 1 read every word of
the important parts of Mr. Mann’s report.
Why cannol we be ireated as honest in this
House?

Mr. Green: 'Uhe member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker) proved that you omitted vital
portions of Mr. Mann’s reporf. Vital por-
tions were omitted from the report as pub-

MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
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lished in the West .lusiralian—omitted by
your Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It is n sorry ihing if the business of the
eountry is to be carried on by men who he-
have as the member for Kalgoorlie is now
hehaving.

Mr, Green: 1t was a political job.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am afraid the Esperance line has always
been a political job. ‘I'he line will cease to
be a political job only when it is finished.
However, it will never be finished by our
opponents, because, when they build it, its
usefulness will cease, so far as they are con-
cerned. I will read the concluding part of
Mr. Dempster’s letter.

Mr. Green: Read the lot.

The MINISTER FOR DRAILWAYS:
The hon. member himself ean read lhe lot.
The letter concludes—

Generally 1 wish to express my disap-
proval of these wounld-be politicians who
would lock up a country that should be
carrying ils hundreds of thounsands of
population, hecause the opening up of
the port and the construction of 126 miles
of railway may inferfere with the vested
interests of Perth and Fremantle.

That is Mr. Dempster.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The chairman of the eommission.

Mr. Gireen: That condemns your atiitude.

The Premier: But it proves you wrong,
anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Mr. Dempster ever since, when talking with
me, has expressed hisbelief in the Esperance
distriet, and has denounced the party with
which I am connected for opposing the econ-
striiction of the Esperance railway. That is
one bogey disposed of. Another bogey was
thal the Government wanted the land for
pastoral purposes. The land will not earry
a bandicoot; it never has carried 2 hundred
sheep. Next we have Mr. Padbury, of Tood-
yay, absolutely independent and quite eapa-
ble of judging whether or not this land is
good, a gentleman quite capable of getting
and weighing evidence,

Mr. Green: Have yon a Labourite on the
Commission ?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have Mr. McDonald. I do not know what
his polities are.

Mr. Green: And yet you talk about speils
to the vietors.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Mr.
MeDonald is an officer of the Taxation De-
pariment, a man of vast experience in land.
He has been an inspector of the Agricul-
tural Bank, and has valued land for the
laxation Departmeni. He has farmed. He
is an unbiassed, independent man who woultd
give ano iodependent judgwment. I doubt
whether a belter selection could have heen
made for this Royval Commission. Then, I
promise hon. members that the Royal Com-
nnission have unlimited seope to inquire and
report, and are npot influenced in even the
slightest degree by the Government. I shall
he delighted if ihe enguiry proves satisfac-
torily that the land is good.

Mr. Green: You will

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know ithe member for Kalgoorlie cannot un-
derstand what it is to be honest.

Mr. Green: 1 cannot understand your
being honest.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
len. member eannot undersiand anyone be-
ing homnest; but I assure him that 1 am
lionest. At any rate, that is the position;
these are the men who form the Royal Com-
mission. As regards the attack on the Gov-
ernment by the late Attorney General, who
railed at us for 334 hours, I cannot be ex-
pected to remember much of what he said.
Tf we were as he painted us, we would not
be fit o remain on this bench.

Mr. Taylor: Have vou any idea when the
Royal Commission will report?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
Lave not. They must, of course, have their
own time for inquiring and reporting. As
regards the striclures of the member for
Kanowna, I believe that we are far more fit
to he on this beneh than the hon. member
ever was. The question of the Esperance
lands has always been clouded. The question
iz kept alive for politiecal purposes, and re-
eardless of the interests of the men on those
lands—there is no doubt about that. I was
asked to make a visit to the distriet, and T
did so. I went through the distriet; and, of
course, when T did so, the Kalgoorlie Miner

and other papers of that ilk said ibat I hac
already determined against the Esperane
railway. I made the visit, and I spent thre
days with a Mr. Johns, the coachman whe
drove us through. He was subsequently in
terviewed by the Kalgoorlie Miner; I do no
mind that.

Mr. Green:
State,

Mr. Taylor: Since when?

Mr. Green: You ought to be over on the
other side of the Chamber. You have beer
casliong slurs from this side all might it
favour of the other side.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: |
was accompanied by Mr. Lewis, Mr
Rogers, and Mr. Thomson, and I weni
through their properties. All three gentle
men were on good country, Mr. Rogers
on salmon gum. I told them definitely, anc
in a manter which provoked hostility, thal
I would not recommend the construction of
the railway, on the ground that I did nof
think the country justified it. I was abused
by hon. members opposite from the womeni
1 expressed that opinmion. I said therc
was an inelination on the part of in
terested people to push the farmers intc
that district. T spoke promptly and defin-
itely, and I am not to be blamed for whai
happened afterwards. It is quite true thaf
I withdrew a reserve on land in that district
It must be remembered that it is 20 years
since the Sonth-Western division was fixed,
and that one can take up land either on
pastoral lease or under freehold conditions
from' Eucia Bay to the Murchison River.
Certain land had been reserved in the Es-
perance district, probably when some pro-
posal was being discussed. The Esperance
people asked me to lift the reserve, and I
did so because I thought there was no objeet
to be served in retaming it. Settlers might
take up land there if they chose and take the
risk. He advised them against my advice,
and I advised the hon. gentleman accord-
ingly.

Mr. Angwin: When did he advise them?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: All
the time he was in office. He was really re-
sponsible for putting those men there. And
if he had made known Mr. Maunn’s report
they would not have gone on. If the matter

The fairest paper in the
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is looked into, it will be seen they went there
since 1912,

Mr, Taylor: How did those men get down
there after the Scaddan Government had
stopped selection?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
did not know that they got there after selee-
tion had stopped; they may have selected
their lands while it was still open. The
strange part of it is that though the Gov-
ernment had stopped selection, only last year
portion of this country was eut up.

Mr. Taylor: They removed the reserva-
tion after the passing of the Railway Bill.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
What they did is what is always done in
similar circumstances. They reserved land
on both sides of the proposed raiiway. That
is always done and the land is eut up when
the line has been determined upon,

Mr. Taylor: The point I want to make
is those men have not gone there since; they
went there in your Government’s time,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
How do you know that?

Mr. Taylor: I do know it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
you refer to this map, you will see they went
there in 1912, They had a perfeet right to
go there. They eould take up land there to-
day, you cannot stop them. Every member
of the House is aware I was denounced be-
cause I said this eountry was nol suitable
for settlement; and yet the late Attorney
General now states that it was I who sent
these people there. My information is that
40 out of 60 have gone away, and that those
remaining are having an awful experience.
This mueh may be judged from the erop
results. The late Government cut up 30,000
acres of this land only last year, all the time
suppressing the report which had been made
on the quality of the soil.

Mr. E. B. Johnston interjected.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am told that there are only 22 people re-
maining in the district out of 64. The men-
ber for Kanowna {Mr. Walker) reflected on
the honesty of the genflemen who made this
report. I ean tell him that there are no
better men than the trustees of the Agricul-
tnral Bank. They are capable men and men
who will express an honest opinion. It is
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unfair for any member to attack eivil ser-
vants in this House. If they were not worthy
men, why were they retained in their posi-
tions as officers of the Agrienltural Bank?
I have nothing further to say in connestion
with the Esperance land question. I have
endeavoured to put the posttion correctly.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Will you get the re-
port of the commission this session?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I .
hope so. While we wish that the report
ghall be in as soon as possible, we do not
propose to hurry the commission. Memberg
will get the report and I believe that when
presented it will be an honest report.

Mr, Taylor: You do not expect the com-
Jnission {o last as long as the Collie Coal
Commission?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not. The commission will report as soon
as they can, but they must take ample time
so as to get all the evidence available. If
the report satisfies us that the railway is
justified, it will be gone on with. The late
Attorney General has remarked that the
Liberals are making a political fight whilst
the war is on. The member for Kanowna
knows full well that we were perfeetly
willing when war broke out to assist the
Government of the country, We did come
lo an agreement, but there was no formal
truce. But immediately afterwards we were
told that the Government had spent a con-
siderable sum in the purchase of a boat. We
were never consulted and Parliament was
never consulted. Our questions on the sub-
ject even were not answered, and vet the
late Minister charges us with having broken
a truce, and with want of political faith.
He accuses us, and he also accuses
the Country party. He aceuses the
Country party hecause they have supported
the Liberal party. The members of the
Country party are quite entitled to sapport
a Liberal Government if in their opinion
the Liberal Government is worthy of sup-
port. T should be sorry indeed to have to
believe that all the democrats in this House
are constituted amongst the gentlemen op-
posite.  One has only to read the news-
papers during the last few weeks to learn
how many prominent Labour people have
been treated by their own supporters.
Every Government must he supported by a
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majority in the House; otherwise they can-
not remain in office. It is the duty of mem-
bers of this Chamber to select the best Gov-
ernment possible, and a majorily of mem-
bers of this House have deemed it wise to
place the present Government on the Trea-
sury benehes, They having done so, it is
impertinenee on the part of the hon. gentle-
men opposite to attack members of the
Country part beeause they have seen fit to
sapport the Liberals. By a stretch of
imagination members opposite have claimed
that that support is being given because of
what is expeeted from the Government. The
fact is that the Country party know they
may expect from the Liberal Government
that to which they are clearly entiiled. But
when a member talks about buying and
selling in the manner in which the member
for Kanowna has referred to the Country
party for supporting the Liberals——

Mr, Angwin: They did not do it, their
bosses did it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
had no right to say it. The Courtry party
have as moch right to snpport the Liberal
Government as the hon. gentleman has to
support his own party; and they have ex-
pressed their willingness at the present time
to permit the Liberals to form a Govern-
ment. The member for Kanowna referred
to the fact that 19 oul of every 20 men at
the Front are organised workers. When a
man joins the ranks it is no longer a matter
of politics or of unionism. We all know
that men in every walk of life have done
their duty, that men from every walk of
life are in the ranks and fighting to achieve
the greatest victory the world has ever
known or die the death of great men. It
is the duty of every man who is physiealiy
fit to do what he can in this war, An-
other great orator wha lived a few hun-
dred years ago said to his people, “Go
whilst there is yet time; mo stand in the
ranks every one of you and parlicipate in
ihe greatest victory or die” I wish now to
say a word or two abont the Industries As-
sistance Board. I want to tell hon. mem-
bers just what has happened. T found the
board in a disorganised condition. I bave
fixed on a policy which will protect ihe
country now. The disorganised condition of
the Board is a matter of common knowledge.

249

Everyone knows that some men who should
never have been given assistance were ren-
dered help, and others could get no belp at
all who deserved it. The whole country was
erying out shout the system and ihe disap-
pointments. The management of the board
was centred in Perih in three gentlemen,
men of experience, who were given a free
hand.  Notwithsianding this, there was a
very considerable loss, amounting to
£200,000, in addition to a loss of about
£37,000 on imported bran and pollard. The
latter was due fo what was known as cash
sales: farmers were charged a flat rate cal-
culated to cover cost; and on wheat there
has ben a profit of £6,000. The cash sales
system was illegal uoder the Industries As-
siglance Board Act.

Mr. Angwin: What have you done with
the stuff ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
say that the Indusiries Assistance Board
Act should mot have been applied to this
transaction. They were not, in faet, cash
sales at all, as purchasers were not ‘called
upon in many ecases to pay until 18
months after the sale. I would like
te justify the appointment of the in-
spectors. We know that there was
ne supervision over crops. These are some
of fhe cases which come under my notice.
There is one case of a man having eropped
106 aeres and who got £244. Another man
cropped 10 acres and got £57. Anolher one
cropped 50 acres and got £140. And so on
all along the line. Tt has been said that the
cost of adwministration will be very much in-
crensed by the appointment of inspeetors.
The average expenditure for the past two
years was £12,219 per annum, and on the
basis of the July, 1916 expenditure was
£13,140 per annum. We anticipate that the
amount required wiil be £12,960 which will
be gradually reduced. Then we must ad-
just aceounts in connection with the old
board’s operations.

Mr. Angwin: You will have some diffi-
culty in geiting in some of the accounts.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
shail have to do our best, Something has
been said about Mr. Paterson, the chief exe-
cutive officer. There were three highly paid
officials working on the premises but now a
new board has been appointed on the same
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lines as the members of the Agrieultural
Bank. Mr. Paterson, who was attacked the
other evening by the leader of the Opposi-
tion, has straightened out this business with
ihe help of Mr. McLarty and Mr. Simpson
of the bank. Mvy. Paterson has managed the
Agrieultural Bank for nearly 22 years, and
hie has managed it very well; in fact, there
is no better managed institution in any part
of the world. If he had been given a free
bhand he would have managed the business
. of the board just as well,

Mr, Angwin: He had a free hand.

I'he MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Minister refused him enongh bookkeepers Lo
keep the accounts. Mr. Black, the Chief
Controller of Accounts, had some band in
it, so that Mr, Paterson was not responsible
Lor cverytbing that happened. I do not east
any blame on Mr. Morris, Mr. Camm, or
Ar. Oliphant; it is the Minister whom 1
bilame, Under the new Government Mr.
Paterson was able to get the whole business
on a preper basis within a few days, and
hon. members will find that there will be no
great loss in the future. Some, of course,
there must be always. The Minister must
take the blame if the officer does nol carry
out the work he wants done, and when the
Minister is entirely fo blame it is unfair to
attack ihe officer. Mr. Wilson, the Account-
ant, is a first class man. 1 think that mem-
bers, even when they sit in Opposilion,
should remember that it is not possible to
get good work done if Ministers sbelter
themselves behind their officials to the ex-
tent that the leader of the Opposition did
the otlier evening, e have changed the
whole policy. We take the whole of the
farmer’s crop and we find sufficient money to
enable the farmer to earry on and live in
comfort.

Mr. Angwin: No crop, no money.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Wounld the hon. member do less than T pro-
pose to do? Would he take every grain of
wheat the farmer produvced and not give
liim enongh to enable him to carry on for a
year? So long as we take the crop be pro-
duces, we will recognise that we have a res-
ponsibility to him.  The oulside ecredilors
are forbidden to press for payment and it is
our duty therefore to protect them. I have
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no wish to detain the House any longer. 1
hope we shall be able lo do something for
this country during the coming months.
There is financial stringency and the Gov-
ernment ¢annot escape from interest pay-
ments, which are far more important than
anylhing else. That notwithstanding, we can
make this country a great place. With the
magnificent opportunities of the North, the
wonder is that something has not been done
long since. The policy of the present Govern-
mnent will be to extend the term of new
leases there. Turning to the South-West,
we know that there, too, unlimited oppor-
tunities exist, as well as in the wheat

areas, and I bave no doubt that
many times the present population
could be speedily provided for. No

amount of taxation and no kind of economy
that can be practised will gef the eountry out
of the trouble it finds itself in, but I do know
that with development, and an increased
population, after the war is over, the face
of the country wiil be speedily changed and
the general outlook will be eonsiderably im-
mroved.

Oun motion by BMr. Foley debate ad-
journed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2) £648,000.
Returned from the Legislative Couneil
without amendment.

House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.



